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Peace conference opens in Baghdad 


officisL said. The offiriri. Who insisted on anonymity, said it was his 
andmiundin g that an agreement was “consummated rhi* morning” but 
added ttei the package could not be considered completed until Noriega 
ppo&nDS it with a puofic anoocnceincm. Accor d ing to the official, both 
governments were preparing formal announcements. The key provisions 
OTlbe deal re portedly include Noriega’s resignation as commander in chief 
of Pan ama’s de fenc e forces in' August and' subsequent departure from 
Panama, and the dismissal of U.S. drug charges against him. The U S. 

News Network-quoted Panamanian Ambasador Joan B, Sosa in 
^^hington as saying a deal bad been worked out. Sosa udd the network 
Norieg a Was .to 1 make a formal anooonennent in Panama Wednesday 
afternoon . Sosa has been allied with U_S. efforts to ease Noriega from 
power and remains loyal to the Panamanian president who was ousted by 
pn>Noricga forces. 
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BAGHDAD (APJ — Chanting Iraqis greeted more than 1.000 repre- 
sentatives of political parties, liberation movements and trade unions from 
dozens of countries Wednesday at the opening of a conference to discuss 
how to end the Guff war. The opening of the conference coincided with 
Iraq’s announcement of a major ground, offensive against Iranian forces 
east of the Iraqi port city of Basra. "Yes to peace and no to war,” chanted 
a crowd of thousands of Iraqis at ihfc' opening of the "Global Popular 
Confemcce on Peace." Addressing the gathering. First Deputy Premier 
Taha Yassin Ramadan reiterated his country's readiness to end the war on 
the basis of United Nations Security Council Resolution 598- Ramadan 
said Resolution S9S was "viewed by the world-at-large - as a balanced 
resolution constituting a sound basis upon which the conflict between Iraq 
and Iran can be resolved.” He said participants in the conference could 
contribute to bring an end to the war. The conference includes 
representatives of various Iranian opposition groups who are battling the 
government of AyaioUah Ruhollah Khomeini. 
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Kuwaiti paper backs 
Jordanian proposal 

KUWAIT (Petra) — A recent 
proposal by His Majesty King 
H ossein for setting op a pan- Arab 
rapid deployment force has been 
praised by a prominent Kuwaiti 
Arabic daily. In an article signed 
by chief editor Ahmad A1 Qaq, 
the Kuwaiti Arabic daily Ai Ra'i 
A1 A am said the King's proposal 
should be approved by Arab 
leaders during their extraordinary 
summit scheduled to be held in 
Algeria June 7. “It is a practical 
proposal and would contribute to 
enhancing Arab solidarity,” A3 
Ra’i AI A am said. The paper also 
paid tribute to Jordan's role in 
removing Arab differences. 

Prince Nayef blasts 
Iran and Israel 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabian 
Interior Minister Prince Nayef 
Ibn Abdul Aziz was quoted 
Wednesday as accusing Iran and 
Israel of inciting inter-Muslim 
strife. The Arab News daily 
quoted Prince Nayef as saying 
Tehran and Israel incited friction 
between Shi’ite and S unni Mus- 
lims and between Muslims ami 
Christians. “The evil designs of 
Tehran and Tel Aviv, as well as 
their collusion, are well known. It 
bodes ill for everybody,*' Prince 
Nayef told the daily. “It is high 
time to put an end to the irres- 
ponsible acts, erf the Tehran reg- j 
ime,” he said. The minister said 
Arab unity was needed to con- 
front Israeli aggression against 
die Arabs and to restore the’ 
rights of the Palestinian people. ; 

U.S.: No role in Iraqi 
attack 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Die 
United States denied Wednesday 
an ' Iranian charge of American 
complicity in .an .Iraqi air raid 
May 14 against Iran’s Larak Is- 
land, at the entrance to the Gulf, 
in which four large oil tankers 
were damaged. “The United 
States categorically rejects these 
accusations as totally unfounded. 
The government of the United 
States had. no advance knowledge 
of Iraqi intentions and in no way 
facilitated the Iraqi attack,” 
acting U.S. Representative Her- 
bert Okun said in a letter to 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

Hanoi axmounres 
troop withdrawal 

HANOI (R) — ; Vietnam said 
Wednesday it was withdrawing 
50,000 troops from Kampuchea 
by the end of this year and 
placing the remainder under the 
Kampuchean military , high com- 
mand, Western diplomats said. 
They said they were told in a 
brie&ng by a senior foreign minis- 
try official the phased withdrawal 
would begin in June and obser- 
vers would be invited. 

Romania denies 
heavy water report 

VIENNA (AP) — The Roma- 
nian government denied Wednes- 
day that it re-exported 12.5 tons, 
of Norwegian heavy, water to 
Israel, the official Agerpres news 
agency reported. The report, 
monitored in Vienna,, said; “The 
Romanian news agency is empo- 
wered to deny this piece of in- 
formation and to state that never 
did Romania sell heavy -water to 
Israel.” Agerpres said the 
Hungarian Communist Party dai- 
ly Nepszabadsag and Hungarian 
radio and televirion, in a “false 
report,’' had accused Romania of 
having sold Israel a quantity of 
heavy water imported from Nor- 
way. Agerpres ignored an official 
Norwegian inquiry about whether 
Romania had in fact resold heavy 
water. 

Walters: U.S. seeks 
peace In Mideast 

ABU DHABI (R) — U.S. envoy 
Vernon Walters said Wednesday 
he had discussed ways of enforc- 
ing a ceasefire in the Iran-Iraq 
war during a visit to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). Walters, 
Washington’s ambassador to the 
United “Nations, held talks with 
UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ibn Sultan Ai Nahayan and 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Rashid Abdullah AI 
Nnaimi. “Our policy is aimed at 
bringing about peace in the Golf 

and the Middle East,” Wld- 
reporters after the meeting. 
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AMMAN — Prime Minister Zaid Rifai said 
Wednesday progress on Middle East peace 
was impossible without a joint U.S.-Soviet 
approach. 


“The Soviet position has de- 
veloped enormously... we find it 
very reasonable," Rifai said, re- 
ferring to the role of an interna- 
tional conference on the Middle 
East. 

“I think the United States real- 
ises that for its initiative to suc- 
ceed it must reach an agreement 
with the Soviet Union so that the 
initiative becomes a joint Soviet- 
American position,” Rifai told a 
conference of Reuter journalists 
in A mman . 

He said Moscow now advo- 
cated an “effective” rather than 


an “authoritative” conference, 
making clear it did not seek a 
conference able to impose or veto 
solutions. 

“We are still engaged with the 
United States and we hope in the 
forthcoming visit of Mr. Shultz to 
see if more progress can be 
made," the prime minister said. 

U.S. Secretary of state George 
Shultz plans to return to the 
Middle East for the fourth time 
this year June 3, just after next 
week's U.S.-Soviet summit in 
Moscow. 

Rifai said an active Soviet role 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Wednesday celebrated the 42nd 
anniversary of its independence 
from Britain with festivities 
throughout the Kingdom. 

Highlights of the celebrations 
included the inauguration by 
His Majesty King Hussein of 
the new traffic interchange at 
the Sports City and Ministry of 
Interior circles and a reception 
hosted by the prime minister. 

The King, accompanied by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
attended the reception hosted 
by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai at the Prime Ministry gar- 
dens. The reception was 
attended by a number of senior 
civil and military officials and 
notables. 

Later, the King inaugurated 
the traffic interchange. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor at 
the formal opening of the new Sports City and 


Ministry of Interior circles interchanges Wednesday 
(Petra photo) 


Iraqis liberate 


Zaid Rifai 

was needed because the United 
States had failed to live up to 
commitments backing full Israeli 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinian tribute to Wazir 
paralyses occupied territories 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
general strike virtually shut down 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip Wednesday, and the 
Israeli army- put at least five 
refugee camps and Palestinian 
villages under a curfew requiring 
the residents to stay in their 
homes. - • • 

In the West Bank, Israeli sol- 
diers shot and wounded a Palesti- 
nian boy during a dash with 
protesters throwing stones and 
bottles in the Nur AI Shams 
refugee camp, officials at Rafi- 
cbyeh hospital told the AP. 

A military spokesman con- 
firmed a boy was shot in the camp 
Wednesday, the AP said. Hospit- 
al officials said the victim, Nasser 
Sulayznan, was in critical condi- 
tion with a gunshot wound in the 


chest. 

Tuesday night, soldiers shot 
and wounded an 18-year-old 
Palestinian during a similar clash 
with stone-throwers in the West 
Bank town of Tulkarem, officials 
at Tulkarem hospital said. 

Palestinian sources told Reu- 
ters there was no traffic in the 


placed the AI Bureij refugee 
camp under curfew after a soldier 
shot dead a Palestinian who 
allegedly attacked him while re- 
sisting arrest Tuesday night. 

Camp residents identified the 
dead Palestinian as Saad Moham- 
mad A3 Lulu, 52. Palestinian 
sources quoted by Reuters said 


streets of the occupied territories, -he was killed during a series of 
Palestinians stayed away from arrests in the camp. 


their jobs in Israel but schoolchil- 
dren attended classes in many 
places at the urging of uprising 
leaders. 

Palestinians said troops fired 
rubber bullets and teargas at pro- 
testers in Rafah who burned tyres 
and hurled stones at the soldiers. 
The army dosed a girl's school in 
Jabalya for a week. 

In the Gaza Strip, an Israeli 
army spokesman said troops 


During Wednesday’s general 
strike, an indefinite curfew was 
clamped on the Dheishe refugee 
camp, largest in the West Bank, 
and four locations in Gaza. 

The strike was called to marie 
the end of mourning 40 days after 
the assassination in Tunis of Kha- 
lil Wazir (Abu Jihad), deputy 


(Continued on page 5) 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
said It defeated Iranian forces 
occupying territory east of the 
port city of Basra Wednesday and 
drove them back into Iran in a 
nine-boor battle. 

“Units of the presidential 
guards and the Third Army Corps 
have completely liberated the Sha- 
buncheh area and drove the in- 
vaders out of the borders into 
their territory,** a high command 
communique said. 

“The invaders retreated in de- 
feat towards their after being 
barn! by Iraqi fire and many were 
captured in the third and last 
phase of the offensive which ended 
at 6 p.m. (1400 GMT),’* the 
communique said. 

Without directly confirming the 
Iraqi gain, Iran mM its forces had 
withdrawn to new positions 
Wednesday after fierce fighting 
on the southern warfront. 

“Following intense encounters 
with the forces of the enemy which 


Crown Prince urges I 
of U.S. technology is 


Israeli forces storm Lebanese 
villages, battle resistance fighters 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Israeli troops and their 
Lebanese allies Wednesday 
punched out of Israel’s self- 
declared “security zone” in South 
Lebanon and battled resistance 
fighters in three villages which 
were also the targets of intense 
air attacks. 

Sources quoted by Reuters said 
at least 60 resistance fighters of 
the pro-Iranian Hizbollah were 
fighting some 500 Israeli troops 
and South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militiamen who raided the village 
of. Louwaizeh, two kilometres 
outside the “security zone.” 

The Israeli-SLA force adv- 
anced towards the village, a 
stronghold of the Hizbollah, 
under cover of heavy artillery fire 
from batteries inside the zone, 
they added. 

• The Hizbollah- run Voice of 
Islam radio station said the 
group’s fighters were “locked in 
fierce battles with the troops and 
inflicted heavy casualties on 
them.” It gave no details. 

A police spokesman said nine 
people were killed and 14 wound- 
ed in the battles. 

He said about 750 SLA militia- 
men were involved in the opera- 
tion which included the villages of 
Soujoud and Mleekh. 

“The two warring sides are 
using knives and bayonets in their 
house-to-house battles inside the 
village, (Louwaizeh)” a security 
source told Reuters. 

Israeli Army Chief of Staff Dan 
Sfaomron said Israeli aircraft, 
tanks and artillery had supported 
the SLA attack on the village. 

- But he said no Israeli troops 
had gone beyond the northern 
boundary of the “security zone." 

The advance began after nine 
consecutive air strikes by Israeli 
warplanes and helicopter 
gunships on three -villages. Die 
air attacks began at 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT), police said. 


The SLA militiamen, backed along the Lebanese border. 


by Soviet-designed T-54 tanks, 
“overran” Lowaizeh at midday 


Most of the population in the 
three villages bad fled in recent 


(1000 GMT), and were fighting, months as Hizbollah increased its 


Hizbollah’s pockets of resistance 
in the village erf Mleekh, the 
spokesman said. 

He said another SLA force, 
advancing behind a fierce barrage 
of Israeli howitzer fire, engaged 
Hizbollah fighters in a separate 
battle at the southern entrance to 
the village of Soujud. 

Lowaizeh is eight kilometres 
north of Soujud and Mleekh is 
midway between the two villages. 

The three villages are about 1.5 
kilometres west of SLA-held 
mountains that fink an enclave 
southeast of the port city of Sidon 
with Israel's “security zone” 


armed presence and began using 
the region as launching pad for 
resistance attacks against the 
SLA and Israel. 

Security sources in South Leba- 
non told the AP the SLA push 
came hours after Israel massed a 
mechanised force of about 600 
troops in mountainous areas near 
Maijayoun. 

The attack was the most in- 
tense in the area since May 4 
when Israeli soldiers killed about 
40 Hizbollah 6ghters and lost 
three of their own men while 
storming Maidoun village. 


PITTSBURG (Agencies) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
H assan Wednesday opened a 
seminar here on trade with and 
investment in Jordan. Pittsburg 
which is considered as one of the 
leading financial and industrial 
centres in the United States. 

In an inaugural address, the 
Crown Prince reviewed U.S.- 
Jordanian cooperation in trade, 
industry and fields of economy 
and urged stepped-up efforts for 
transfer of American technology 
to Jordan and establishment of 
joint U.S. -Jordanian industrial 
projects. 

There is a real opportunity for 
bilateral cooperation in this field 
on the public and private sectors 
following the legislation of incen- 
tives on investments in Jordan, 
Prince Hassan said. 

•• He said Jordan’s central geog- 
raphic and strategic location in 
the Middle East enables the 
Kingdom to play a communica- 
tive role Unking the Arab World 
and South Asia on the band and 
Europe on tire other. 

Following are major excerpts 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan 

from the Crown Prince's speech: 
“The regional burdens con- 
fronting Jordan have been espe- 
cially compounded by the effects 
of two decades of Israeli occupa- 
tion on the West Bank and Gaza. 
The economic regime imposed by 
the Israeli authorities was de- 
igned to maximise economic 
gains for the IsraeU economy at 
the expense of the West Bank 


Beirut war ebbs; 4 final’ Hizbollah push expected 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Pro-Ira- 
nian Hizbollah militants prepared 
Wednesday for a final blitz to 
drive Amai militia rivals from 
their last stronghold in Beirut's 
southern suburbs, security 
sources said. 

The sources, quoted by Reu- 
ter, said Hizbollah (Party of God) 
fighters traded sporadic 
machinegzm and mortar fire with 
Syrian-backed Amal militiamen 
after fierce battles Tuesday in 
which Amal was driven from one 
of its last two bases in the sub- 
urbs. 

Witnesses and security sources 
told Reuters Hizbollah fighters 
were setting up more sand barri- 
cades and reinforcing their posi- 
tions with dozens of fighters in 
preparation for a new offensive. 

Hundreds of- Hizbollah mili- 
tants, dad in olive green fatigues 
and brandishing medium-calibre 
weapons, took new combat posi- 
tions faring Antal 's las t holdout 
in Chiyah district. 


They removed from the nar- 
row, rubble-strewn alleys the 
charred bodies of Amal fighters 
who died trying to repulse Hiz- 
bollah attacks in Ghobeiri district 
Tuesday. 

“We will continue our thrust 
until total victory. We won’t stop 
ontO we gain domination of the 
suburbs,” one Hizbollah fighter 
in Ghobeiri told Reuters. 

Meanwhile Syria was reported 
Wednesday to have warned Hiz- 
bollah not to harm foreign hos- 
tages they hold. 

Beirut’s leading newspaper AI 
Nabar said Syria, which has 
thousands of troops with tanks 
ringing Beirut's slums, warned 
Hizbollah that harming any of the 
hostages would be considered an 
“infringement of Syria's 
security.” 

The daily cited no source for its 
report and did not elaborate. 
Syrian spokesman declined com- 
ment. 

Lebanon's acting prime minis- 


ter, Salim Hoss, drove to Damas- 
cus for a meeting with Syrian 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. 

Sources close to Hoss told the 
AP in Damascus that he put to 
Khaddam, the main expert on 
Lebanon, an official request for 
deployment of a Syrian force in 
south Beirut. 

The sources said Hussein Hns- 
seini, Lebanon’s parliament 
speaker, has expected to arrive 
“soon” in the Syrian capital to 
make a similar plea. 

The requests from the execu- 
tive and legislative bodies was 
expected to increase p r e ss ure on 
Syria to enter the suburbs, an 
issue that may strain its relations 
with Iran. 

The intensity of the fighting in 
sduth Beirut decreased signifi- 
cantly Wednesday with only auto- 
matic weapons fire reported. 
Police said they had no word on 
casualties. 

The fighting has killed 296 peo- 


ple and wounded 1 ,000 since May 

6 . 

A police spokesman quoted by 
the AP confirmed that Hizbollah 
was taking advantage of the lull 
to reorganise its foroes, apparent- 
ly preparing “for a final push” 
against Chiyah, Amal's last stron- 
ghold in the 40- square-kilometre 
enclave. 

A mortar bomb fired during 
the fighting Tuesday killed four 
soldiers among the 7,000 Syrian 
troops ringing the suburbs. 

A pro-Syrian source quoted by 
Reuters ruled out Syrian retalia- 
tion for the mortar bomb, saying: 
“(It) will not affect the Syrian 
decision on the timing of the 
deployment of its troops in the 
suburbs. 

“Such decisions are not subject 
to local developments but rather 
to regional political considera- 
tions. The death of the soldiers 
will not press Syria to take a hasty 
move,” be said. 


began today at dawn in the region 
of Shahuncheh, the combatants of 
Islam have had to withdraw from 
part of the captured positions, ** 
Tehran Radio said. 

“The combatants of Islam at 
present are stationed in the new 
positions and are replying to 
heavy fire of the enemy artillery,** 
the radio, monitored by the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation, 
said. 

Wednesday’s Iraqi comm uni- 
que said the retaken territory 
Included the Jassem and Du'efiy 
river areas, Towefla Island in the 
Shaft AI Arab waterway and the 
Bahian and Kut Ai Sirwarfi border 
posts. 

“After our ridcry sre reiter- 
ated our adherence to the path of 
peace and we are now more ready 
than before to implement U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 598 
with goodwill,*’ the communique 
said. 

It warned Iranian rulers that 


“any manoeuvring or any attempt 
to stick lo the aggressive path will 
render nothing good to them... 
the path of peace, respect of the 
rights of the people of the region, 
is the only way for them to five in 
stability.” 

President Saddam Hussein re- 
turned from the warfront 
Wednesday after personally su- 
pervising operations, the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said. 

An earlier communique said 
Iraqi troops also drove the Ira- 
nians from the southern end of the 
Fish Lake, an area artificially 
flooded as a defensive measure. 

The Iraqi high command said 
Iraqi forces fully destroyed five 
Iranian divisions ia the fighting 
around Shalamcheh, southeast of 
Basra. 

Iran occupied the Fish Lake 
and other areas mentioned in the 
communique early last year, after 
battles which claimed tens of 


and Gaza. The domestic econo- 
mies of the occupied territories 
have been fully subordinated and 
exposed ro the Israeli economy in 
what can best be described as a 
one-way free trade arrangement. 
Accordingly, these territories be- 
came the second largest market 
(after the U.S.) for Israeli exports 
which enjoy free access without 
hindrance or tariffs while exports 
from the West Bank and Gaza 
face numerous barriers and con- 
straints. Israel’s foreign exchange 
gains from such an arrangement 
have been in excess of half a 
billion dollars annually. 

“In parallel, and as a result of 
the unregulated exposure of the 
economies of the West Bank and 


thousands of casualties on both 
sides. 

The Iranians occupied Shalam- 
cheh itself during their push to- 
wards Basra in 1986. 

The muddy strips of land 
around the town are important 
supply routes across the Shatt AI 
Arab waterway dividing the coun- 
tries. 

Iraq said its jets f?ew more than 
1.000 kilometres to attack the 
Naga power station Li northern 
Iran, an hour after the start of the 
Shalamcheh offensive. 

A high command communique 
said the “very important” power 
station was reduced to rubble as 
part of efforts to cripple Iran’s 
economic base. 

A military spokesman said heli- 
copter gunships shot down two 
Ir anian bell helicopters in a dog- 
fight over the northern warfront. 


(Continued oc page 5j 


Gaza to the more advanced and 
heavily-subsidised Israeli eco- 
nomy. the occupation structure 
within the lerrirories has been 
totally transformed... and with 
the absence of job-creating in- 
vestments. their labour force has 
been converted into a source of 
cheap unskilled labour for the 
Israeli economy. 

"Official Israeli statistics show 
that there was no growth of em- 
ployment within the occupied ter- 
ritories between 1970 and 1985 
(152.000 and 153.000 respective- 
ly) while the figure of West Bank- 
ers and Gazans employed in 
Israel (mainly as daily labour in 

(Continued on page 5) 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
began bis journey to the Soviet 
Union Wednesday, saying U.S.- 
Soviet relations had come far 
since his first summit with 
Mikhail Gorbachev in 19S5 but 
much remained to be done. 

Speaking at a White House 
departure ceremony under a 
steady rain, the U.S. leader said 
there would be "plenty of work” 
for him and Gorbachev during 
their Moscow summit starting 
Sunday. 

“We have many differences — 
deep differences, moral differ- 
ences,” Reagan said. 

“But we are still fellow human 
beings. We can still work 
together to keep the peace. And 
in working with the Soviet Union, 
the United States can still remain 
true to its mission (of) expanding 
liberty throughout the world,” 
Reagan said. 

Before leaving with his wife, 
Nancy, for a stopover in Helsinki, 
Finland, the president asked for 
the prayers of Americans “as I 
embark on this great task." 

“Since my first meeting with 
Mr. Gorbachev — we have come 
a long way.” Reagan said. 

“My task in the next week will 
be to" go still farther, farther in 


the interests of peace. Farther 
toward a universal respect for 
fundamental human rights. 
Farther toward world freedom. 
Farther toward a safer world for 
ail people,” he said. 

Reagan left without a ratified 
U.S. -Soviet treaty banning 
medium-range nuclear missiles, 
the highlight of his last summit in 
December with Gorbachev (see 
page 8l. 

As West German newspaper, 
quoted Reagan as saying he 
hopes he’ll reach an intercon- 
tinental missile reduction treaty 
with the Soviets and raising the 
possibility of a fifth summit meet- 
ing with Gorbachev. 

The conservative newspaper 
Die Welt also said Reagan was 
urging other North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation (NATO) mem- 
ber nations to pick up more of the 
alliance's defence costs. Die Welt 
said the interview was conducted 
in Washington. 

“President Ronald Reagan fi- 
gures that the START (strategic 
arms reductions talks), which 
foresees the halving of nuclear 
intercontinental missiles, still can 
be brought to completion before 
the end of his lerm,” the Bonn- 
based newspaper said. 
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Censorship, house arrests are common in occupied territories 

® . . _ u. ufhprv it is difficult to imagine anv 


This is the third part of a six part series in which the exercise of 
academic freedoms in Palestinian universities of the occupied Jvao 
territories are discussed. This study was presented to the L /vtact/ 
at its hundred and twenty-seven f/i session by Father Edouard Bone. 


Censorship 

Perhaps paradoxically, one of 
the most authoritative persons we 
spoke to believes this mutter to 
be one of absolute priority in the 
protection of academic freedom. 

While the occupying authority 
generally shows tolerance to- 
wards works published in English 
or any other European language, 
there is strict censorship of any- 
thing published in Arabic. We 
were told that work pub- 
lished in Arabic was liable to be 
banned, and it is reported that 
there is a list of some 1.600 to 
2.000 which have in fact been 
banned. This figure, quoted by 
M. Benvenisti in a study written 
in 19S3. reputedly accounts for 
onlv 3 or 4 per cent of the work* 
in Arabic imported by the Palesti- 
nian universities, but "represents 
100 per cent of the works express- 
ing. developing or promoting the 
national sentiments of Palestinian 
Arabs and their national 
heritage." 

In point of fact the figures 
concerning banned works are 
open to discussion: Depending on 
the source, they are in flagrant 
contradiction, ranging from 30b 
according to the Israeli author- 
ities to some 2.000 according to 
certain university presidents. The 
Rapporteur was unable to obtain a 
clearly-stated list. 

The Israeli authorities admit- 
ted that some of the books avail- 
able in the Hebrew Universities 
may he banned in the territories 
because of their "notorious" or 
aggressive anti-Semitism, which is 
to be found sometimes merely in 
the preface to an otherwise harm- 
less classical text. "Notorious 
anti-Semitism*’ is no doubt an 
ambiguous expression: On sever- 
al occasions. I was told that the 
mere mention of the word “Pales- 
tine" in a work was enough to 
have it banned or expurgated. 
Luck of time and. particularly, 
lack of knowledge of the Arabic 
language prevented me from wr- 
it's me ihis accusation personally. 
But there is no doubt that the 
question of censorship is still a 
very sore point. Its application in 
practice is deeply wounding to 
the Palestinians, who see it as a 
major breach of academic free- 
dom. In their view its endorse- 
ment in university circles reflects 


an inquisitorial approach incom- 
patible with the functions of cri- 
ticism and research specific to a 
university. (Military order No. 
101 even formally requires prior 
authorisation for the publication 
and distribution of all printed 
documents). 

One university president said 
that the measures applied in prac- 
tice were more of an irritation 
than an actual curb on academic 
work. This opinion is not shared 
by several colleagues who feel 
that, as regards reviews and 
periodicals, genuine damage is 
done, with serious consequences, 
since periodicals published in 
Arabic are said to be systemati- 
cally excluded. From a list of 300 
periodicals in Arabic available at 
the library of the Hebrew Uni- 
versity. a selection of 60 was 
made" by Birzeit University, and 
subsequently cut down to only 30: 
in fact only one subscription is 
reeularlv received by the uni- 
versity "library. With the excep- 
tion of a few Egyptian magazines, 
the whole Arab cultural environ- 
ment is affected by this, since 
Arab cultural identity is being 
systematically destroyed. 

* Moreover, in addition to the 
withholding of scholarly litera- 
ture. censorship is a pretext for 
forcible entry into private homes, 
with night raids on homes and 
libraries on grounds of suspected 
violations. Incidents are bound to 
arise, setting off an inevitable 
train of events of which there 
have been all too many gmvous 
examples in the last six years or 
more. 

The occupying authorities’ in- 
terference in curricula, study 
programmes and the opening 
of new departments, and as 
regards permits 

The universities continue to 
complain of considerable in- 
terference as regards the develop- 
ment of new departments or the 
facilities or equipment required 
for the proper functioning of the 
university. 

Prompted in particular by a 
desire to adapt their courses to 
economic requirements and the 
labour market, the university au- 
thorities seek to open new de- 
partments. but have been refused 
permission to do so: 

For six Years Bethlehem l_ T ni- 
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versify has been applying for per- 
mission to train tourist guides. 
Requests for agricultural science 
faculties have been systematically 
turned down (except at Hebron); 
likewise the request for a School 
of Nursing at Gaza, the Faculties 
of Education and Law at Hebron 
and a Fine Arts Department; and 
for the Industrial School at the 
Hebron Polytechnic and the 
School of Public Health at El 
Bireh. 

There are complaints of admi- 
nistrative delays or obstruction as 
regards building permits. It is said 
lhat several universities have only 
half-completed or even barely be- 
gun buildings (Al Najah, Gaza. 
Hebron Polytechnic), while 
others have to content themselves 
with cramped facilities, or even 
tents and huts that are totally 
inadequate to their needs (Gaza). 
Extensions to buildings are often 
held up. for instance at Beth- 
lehem. In some cases recourse 
has been necessary to the sup- 
reme court (for instance at Birzeit 
and Al Najah). At Hebron, 
buildings have had to be rented in 
five different places, located 
three or four kilometres away 
from each other, and for the last 
five years it has not been possible 
to install proper telephone links 
between the various buildings. 

1 counted some 30 students 
sitting al their computer termin- 
als in a space which should nor- 
mally contain only about a dozen. 
** Breathing space" is reduced to 
an absolute minimum, and this 
generates tension and potentially 
explosive situations. Another fact 
which is undeniable is that Heb- 
ron Polytechnic, which is spread 
over five buildings (including four 
rented buildings. 40 per cent un- 
suited to university purposes, 
some of them several kilometres 
apart and with little communica- 
tion between them, with the Elec- 
tricity Department split into two 
geographical entities) possesses a 
huge plot of land where new 
buildings could be put up. has 
had comprehensive, detailed 
plans for new facilities drawn up 
and has the money for the new 
buildings, but has* been waiting 
for the necessary authorisations 
since 1979. 

Difficulties in transferring 
funds from abroad affect uni- 
versity activity all the more when 
it is heavily dependent on non- 
local or national resources. There 
are various orders regulating the 
transfer of funds, and difficulties 
may arise as a result of the 


freezing of accounts in local 
banks, prohibition orders on 
transfers, the imposition of more 
or less unfavourable exchange 
rates, or taxes on the funds with- 
drawn. The loss due to the last 
two factors is reported in some 
cases to amount to 20 to 30 per 
cent of the funds intended for the 
university. 

Personal freedom 
House arrest 

A very great number of senior 
university officials complain of 
restrictions to personal freedom, 
particularly the growing number 
of assignations to forced resi- 
dence within a given perimeter, 
for a duration of six months or 
more. Birzeit University gives a 
list of 14 names for the 1985-1986 
university year. Seven of the per- 
sons concerned were banned 
from the West Bank after six of 
twelve months of “restriction." It 
is said that none of them has been 
charged with any specific sub- 
stantiated offence or been 
brought to trial, it is claimed that 
the military commander issuing the 
restriction order is not required 
to state the grounds for the order. 
The only "justification" given for 
the penalty inflicted is reported to 
have been "expression of an 
opinion deemed undesirable by 
the authorities." 

Al Najah University 
has a list of 11 students 
under house arrest as at March 
10. 1987; and on March 18. 1987, 
there were ten students from Bir- 
zeit University under restriction, 
most of them banned from resi- 
dence on the West Bank. On July 
20, 1987, 19 students and one 
employee of Birzeit were under a 
restriction order. 

Administrative detention 

Military orders No. 378, 815 
and 876 authorise administrative 
detention without sentence for a 
period of six months, renewable. 
The minister of defence. Yitzhak 
Rabin, has been applying this 
measure to the Palestinian uni- 
versities since August 4. 1985. 
Nine members of the university 
community of Birzeit suffered 
from it in 1985-1986. Not one of 
them was indicted. They are said 
not to have been informed of the 
grounds for their detention, the 
charges brought against them 
being kept secret and disclosed 
neither to the suspect nor to his 
lawyers. 

It is, however, significant that 
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among the first 62 victims of 
administrative detention, 33 were 
students. The university author- 
ities claim that the measures are 
dictated by political circumst- 
ances. “in particular pressure by 
the Israeli settlers on the West 
Bank demanding repressive mea- 
sures against the population of 
the occupied territories; and that 
student leaders are set up as 
"scapegoats." 

In 19S5-1986, Birzeit students 
were held in custody under admi- 
nistrative detention orders for a 
total of 1.121 days. On March 10, 
1987. there were nine members of 
academic community of Al Najah 
held in administrative detention. 

In 1986-1987, it is reported that 
94 students and six teachers from 
Birzeit were held, 71 per cent of 
them without charges being 
brought even after a total of 811 
days in prison. Nine of them are 
reported to have been convicted 
of an offence, only one of which 
was “serious." 

On June 10. 1986, Professor 
Ruth Gavison. speaking on be- 
half of the Civil Rights Associa- 
tion in Israel, recognised that 
there had been a drastic increase 
in this form of administrative 
penalty in recent months. 

Arrests 

Military order No. 378 autho- 
rises any member of the police 
force or the military to arrest and 
detain a person without any 
further formality. Beyond a 
period of four days, detention can 
be extended for a week by an 
officer, and for another week by a 
superior officer. This means that 
it is possible for a person to be 
held in custody for 18 days before 
being brought to trial. Unless bail 
is granted, access to a lawyer or a 
representative of the Red Cross is 
usually not authorised during this 
period. 

In 1984-1985, 90 per cent of the 
students of Birzeit who were held 
under this form of custody for 
more than 24 hours had no 
charges brought against them. In 
1985-1986. the figure was 62 per 
cent, with a total of 794 days of 
imprisonment. Such a high prop- 
ortion of arrests without charges 
clearly raises the question of 
whether this is a routine practice 
of an arbitrary measure. From 
what some senior university offi- 
cials say. it often happens that l he 
student is released the day before 
the regulation 18-day deadline 
authorised by the order. They 
interpret this as being deliberate; 


the period of detention without 
charges is long enough to affect 
seriously the individual’s uni- 
versity studies, but too short to 
mobilise human rights organisa- 
tions into protesting. This is a 
serious accusation and was taken 
up by Amnesty International in 
its 1985 report. 

It is disturbing to see detention 
used not for purposes of investi- 
gating a suspect or a guilty party, 
but as a means of intimidation 
and of obsctnicting the life of an 
individual or a community. It is 
also scandalous to see cases of 
detention accompanied by inhu- 
man and degrading treatment 
(physical violence, psychological 
harassment, deprival of sleep, 
obscenity, etc.). 

A very recent report (March 
1987) published by Al Najah Uni- 
versity contains precise and parti- 
cularly impressive lists of names 
of students in prison, in adminis- 
trative detention or under house 
arrest on March 10, 1987. 

Imprisoned (for 3 months to 10 
years) — 14 students 
Detained and released before 
March 10. 1987 — 31 students 
Administrative detention — 9 
students 

Deported — 2 students 
House arrest — 11 students 
Murdered in obscure circumst- 
ances — 4 students. 

Birzeit University drew up a 
similar report in March 1987 for 
the 1986-1987 academic yean 
Detained — 11 students 
Convicted — 8 students 
Acquitted — 3 studemts 
Released on bail — 1 student 
Released without charges (af- 
ter 1 to 23 days of detention) — 
42 students 

Under restriction (since Febru- 
ary 17. 1986) — 17 students 
Detention (especially the 18 
days of imprisonment without the 
possibility of consulting a lawyer) 
and inhuman or degrading treat- 
ment are said by some to be 
sufficiently everyday occurrences 
for the International Commission 
of Jurists and its West Bank 
branch to publish two reports in 
1984 and 1985 concerning the 
prison of Al Faraa. and for the 
Chairman of the Commission of 
Inquiry into the violence perpe- 
trated "by settlers against Palesti- 
nians. Yehudit Karp, to resign 
out of disappointment with the 
government’s passive attitude 
during the investigations. 

There is no doubt that from all 
the testimony gathered, in par- 
ticular by the United Nations 


Special Committee on Human 
Rights and previous studies by 
other commissions on academic 
life in the occupied territories, 
there are reports of brutality, 
ill-treatment and even torture. 
Since the Rapporteur was unable 
to question those responsible in 
the Israeli administration on this 
subject, he prefers to reserve 
judgment here and to let those 
who have been able to express 
their views take responsibility for 
their statements. 

Arbitrary interference 
in private life 

Article 12 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 
proclaims that "No one shall be 
subjected to arbitrary interfer- 
ence with his privacy, family, 
home or correspondence.” 

Universities have always re- 
garded this sacrosanct nature of 
their privacy as a corner-stone of 
their academic freedom. 

Hebron, Al Najah, Gaza and 
Birzeit universities have on occa- 
sion in recent years been the 
scene of raids or searches, some- 
times carried out in the dead of 
night and involving violent 
clashes with students. The Rap- 
porteur heard numerous witnes- 
ses to this effect. Two pregnant 
women students from Hebron 
University are even said to have 
had miscarriages as a result of 
these measures. 

The Palestinian universities 
have not been spared violence 
during the present academic year, 
1986-1987. Tear gas is used even 
within closed premises (contrary 
to the strict instructions printed 
on the canisters); firearms left 
three dead and some 14 wound- 
ed. some seriously, on the Birzeit 
campus during the events of De- 
cember 4, 1986 and April 13, 
1987. One student was deported. 
Night raids were reported on 
November 2, and March 19 at 
Birzeit, and on November 28, 
December 16 and March 8 at Al 
Najah. I was not there is person 
and cannot therefore give an 
opinion on either the circumst- 
ances or the conditions in which 
the raids were carried out. The 
universities complain that raids 
are regularly accompanied by de- 
gradation, damage and unjusti- 
fied confiscations. I was able to 
see for myself the results of one 
of them, in an administrative 
building at Hebron, where the 
door-frames of a series of offices 
had- been smashed in. at a place 


where it is difficult to imagine any 
physical resistance being offered; 
it appears that the search (if it 
was justified) could just as well 
have been carried out by request- 
ing politely that the doors be 
opened... 

Pupils prevented from taking 
the Tawjihi examinations 

A recurrent complaint has 
been reaching UNESCO for 
years now. It was expressed on 
numerous occasions to the Rap- 
porteur during conversations he 
had with Palestinians interviewed 
at the universities in the occupied 
territories. It concents pupils re- 
quired to sit the Tawjihi examina- 
tion (matriculation) on comple- 
tion of their secondary schooling. 
It is claimed that the Israeli au- 
thorities sysiematicaly arrest a 
large number of young candidates 
on the eve of their examination, 
thus in effect preventing them 
from sitting it. It is said that they 
are released a few days later, 
without any charges having been 
brought against them. But this 
•‘trivial’’ incident authorised by 
detention or restriction orders 
means that they lose a whole 
year. 

This accusation crops up too 
frequently for the Rapporteur to 
overlook it. Are these merely un- 
fortunate coincidences, with 
sufficiently serious consequences 
for them to be noticed and inter- 
preted in a negative light because 
of the climate of protest and 
aggressiveness which all too often 
prevails in relations between 
Palestinians and the occupying 
power? 

The overwhelmingly unani- 
mous answer given by the 
academics interviewed was that 
the number of obstructions of this 
kind could not be viewed other 
than as systematic and deliberate- 
ly intended as harassment. Three 
of the people we spoke to added 
that the choice of students pre- 
vented from taking the Tawjihi 
corresponded in fact with those 
whose record of “resistance” ot 
"non-cooperation” made them 
obvious targets for harassment or 
revenge. 

The Israeli authorities whom I 
questioned on this subject ack- 
nowledged that in fact there had 
been some obstruction as regards 
admission to the Tawjihi ex- 
amination in the past; but they 
.said that it was iww.tpt^Uy, conde- 
mned and bad therrfore ceased. 
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20:10 Zurich. Lamaca(SR) 

28:40 Paris I AF) 

01:00 London. Cairo (BA) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

06:20 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

10*0 Damascus. Phris ( AF) 

1 235 Kuwait (KU) 

13 JO Cairo (MS) 

14*0 Baghdad (I Aj 

14:10 Tunis (TU) 

16:00 Bahrain. Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

17:40 Riyadh (SV| 

20:15 Sana'a (LH1 

20:20 Cairo (MS) 

21:40 Baghdad (AF) 


PRAYER TIMES 


0*52 Fair 

05:25 (Sunrise) Duha 

UJ3 Dhuhr 

16:15 [Asr 

19:40 Maghreb 

21:13 'lvha 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It would be partly cloudy and hazy, 
with light and variable winds and slight 
drop in temperature towards the even- 
ing. In Aqaba, the winds will be 
southerly, the seas becoming at times 
rough. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govenmrale 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence lrbid .... 271293.273131 

Civil Defence Ouwcismeh 770733 

Civil Defence Deir AHa 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192. 621111. 637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 89639ft’! 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4. 624881 
Municipal water complaints 77 1 1 25/8 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport (08)53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Suleiman Dabbonbi 776751 

Dr. Saleh Zaidan 790677 

Dr. Amin Abdnl Jabcr 0/7746 

Dr. Mohammad Horani 898552 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmeisani pharmacy 637660 


TAXIS: 

Tala! taxi 

Venice taxi 

Asfour taxi 

Tamer taxi 

Nahdataxi 

Holiday taxi 

Saved taxi 

Middle East taxi 


640031 

644584 

623230 

813581 

663003 

663100 

604422 

604615 


Ammon 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley ... 


Min. 'max. temp. 

14/30 

21 / 38 

15/33 

17/36 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

08*0 Aqaba I RJ) 

11:30 Bucharest ( RJ) 

11:40 Larnaca. Athens (RJ) 

12*0 Vienna. New York! RJ | 

12:00 Vienna. Miami (RJ) 

13*0 Frankfurt. London (RJ) 

13:15 Paris (RJ) 

| 1M Brussels | RJ) 

28JS KuwaillRJl 

20:45 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

20JO Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:55 Baghdad (RJ) 

21*0 Jeddah (RJJ 

2|:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22*0 Cairo (RJ) 

22J0 Kujla Lumpur. Singapore (RJ ) 
23*0 Bangkok (RJ) 


A Confederacy of Dunces — Pan I 
19*0 World News 19*9 Commentary 
19:15 Science in Action !0*S The 
World Today 20*0 World News 20*9 
A Letter from Northern Ireland 20:15 
Music Now 20:45 Sports Roundup 
21*0 Ncwsdesk 2IJ0 Mulliirack 3 
22*0 Outlook: opening with News 
Summary 22J9 Stock Market Report 
22:45 Personal View 23*0 World 
News 23*9 24 Hours: News Summary 
23 JO Science in Action 24*0 News 
Summary followed by Network UK 
00:15 Europe’s World OOJ0 Business 
Matters 0fe4S Behind the Wall 01*0 
World News 01*9 The World Today 
01:25 A Letter from Northern Ireland 
91 JO Financial News 91:40 Reflections 
01:45 Sports Roundup 92:90 World 
News; Commentary 02:15 From the 
Weeklies 0ZJ0 Mulliirack 3 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Yesterday's mgb temperatures: Am- 
man 29. Aqaba 36. Humidity readings: 
Amman 12 per cent. Aqaba 21 per 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Tuesday rates 

Local selLbuy rates in Ws 

Belgian fianc I for 10) 96J/ 9JL5 

Dutch guilder IW 185-3 

French franc ^ 

Italian lira (for 100) ...27/ 28 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... -g* 284-2 

U.IL sterling pound 636.5/ 

U S dollar 34U.7/ 35—4 

W. German mark 200.4/ 207.6 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amn.... 64244 1/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman . 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasficr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubajrcen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrafleh 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Onccn Alia Hospital 602240/5*1 

Amal Hospital 674 155 


IRBID: 

Dr. NabiJ Abul Ula 

AJ Sharaa' pharmacy 


(-) 

275825 


ZAKQAr 

Dr. Nasha'at Amman 982680 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information : 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calk 17 

Repair service 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperlower price in fils per kg. 

Apple (French) 400 / 360 

Apple (green) 450 / 400 

Apple (Lebanese) 300/ 250 

Banana 320 / 280 

Banana (Mukammar) 270 / 220 

Beans 140/100 

Seans (broad) 120 ! 100 

Cabbage 130/100 

Carrot 150 / 100 

Cauliflower 200 / 150 

Cherry (green) 100U/800 

Cucumbers 200 / 150 


Lemon 

Mallow 

Marrow 

Onion (dry) 

Oranges (local) .... 

Okra 

Peaches 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) .... 

Potato 

Strawberry 


. 280/200 
. 120/ SO 
. 180/140 
.. 80/ 50 
. 300 / 250 
. 800 / 600 
650/550 
. 140/ WO 
. 200/150 
. 200/ 150 
. 150/100 
650 / 550 


This ioformaiiun is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 

Airport Td. fi«.' whc(C ,f 

should a/ ways be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

10:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10-30 Kuwait (RJ) 

10:30 !! Cairo (Rj) 

10-ja Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:30 Cairo (RJ) 

10:40 Jeddah (RJ) 

10*5 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

11:15 Abu Dhabi. Kuwait (RJ) 

18:10 Larnaca (RJ) 

19*9 Paris (RJ) 

London. Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:45 Bangkok (RJ I 


Dates (2 kgs) 

Eggplant (large) . 
Eggplant (small) . 
Garlic (green) .... 

550 / 500 

100/ 100 

130/100 

200/150 

Vine leaves 

Watermelon 

SwectmeloG 

320/ 240 

160/120 

3807 300 



*3:45 




14*0 




20*5 




29*9 


14:40 

Kuwait (KU) 

2I: ®0 Bahrain, Abn Dhabi 


... Dubai (EK) 

2i:!5 


16*9 

Jeddah (SV) 

Dubai, Ranchi (RJ) 

17:35 

20:15 

Athens (OA) 

Beirut (ME) 



21:15 




81:25 

London. Cairo (BA) 




OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal^ 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

68*0 ...» Aqaba(RJ) 

12*0 ... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
12*5 Vienna, Chicago. La* Angeles (RJ) 
13:15 .... Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 


BIOS ... 
87:30 ... 
W30 
11:10 ... 
14*0 ... 
15*5 ... 
15*0 ... 
16J0 ... 
16*0 ... 
18x20 ... 


Amsterdam fm 

Cairo (B> 

-Zurich. Larriaca (SI 

Frankfurt (Ll 

— ■ Doha. Bahrain td 


— » Doha. Bahrain (C 
KupwifK 

Jedt&rfS 

■; r ;.Du&B(E 



Athens (G 
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minister 


Wednesday 

AMMAN. (Petra) . — . Brunei's 
Minister of ReGgjcms Affairs Haj 
Mohammad Haj Samrin will ar- 
rive.- in. Amman Wednesday 
on -an official visit to Jordan at the 
head of -an official Brunei delega- 
tion.. . 

- Saiurin will meet with Minister 
of Awqaf 'and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul AzzzAJ Khayyat and other 
officials, to discuss bolstering bi- 
lateral cooperation in religious 
~a£Eairs« ■ 

During his four-davstav in the 
.country, Samrin will visit 
a number of archaeological 
sites 



KING MEETS CATHOUCOS: His 

Majesty King Hussein and Her Majesty Queen 
Noor receives at Al Nadwa Palace Wednesday the 
Armenian Calboficos of Silicia Karekine II and 
his accompanying delegation. Catholic os Kare- 
frfaw praised the King's continuing efforts to unify 
Arab ranks and the King's heroic Stands towards 


the Palestinian people and Jordan's stand vis-a-vis 
the Lebanese crisis. The audience was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Marwan AJ Qasem, Lebanese 
Ambassador in Amman Pierre Ziyadcb and Pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem Yeghishe Derderian (Photo by 
Yousef Al ‘AUan) 


Seminar on low-income housing ends 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A four-day 
seminar on ensuring homes for 
low-income, families in Jordan 
has ended in Amman, with the 
participants calling on private 
sector .investors to help in the 
Urban Development Depart- 
ment’s (UDD) endeavour in pro- 
viding homes for people with low 
or limited income. 

The recommendation was con- 
tained in a final statement issued 
by the 150 participants in the 
seminar organised by the Hous- 
ing Bank at the Amman Plaza 
HoteL" 

“Private investors in housing 
projects ought to set up a union 


that would be entrusted with 
organising building operations 
and the process of investment in 
housing,” the statement said. 

Such union, it said, would rep- 
resent investors at meetings with 
the -government and provide in- 
formation on investments in 
housing schemes. 

The statement urged the gov- 
ernment to make available more 
plots of land of no less than 150 
square metres in area, for the 
construction of modest homes for 
low-income people. 

The statement called on major 
companies, organisations and 
other institutions in the Kingdom 


to encourage the establishment of 
housing funds that would enable 
their employees to benefit from 
their loans in setting up their own 
homes. 

‘‘These funds ought to provide 
soft loans for building, and the 
[Housing Bank ought to finance the 
pi "chase of land for such pro- 
je». the statement proposed. 

'i e participants in the seminar 
inch led private investors in con- 
strut ion projects, representa- 
tives of construction companies 
and experts from the U.S. Agen- 
cy for Inremational Development 
(USAID) as well as the Housing 
Bank. 


Jordan, Kuwait sign cultural pact 


KUWAIT (Petra) — Jordan and 
Kuwait' Wednesday signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
covering educational and cultural 
cooperation between them. 

The memorandum provides for 
fac il itati ng secondment of uni- 
versity teachers, developing 
cultural cooperation, and provid- 
ing scholarships for Kuwaiti stu- 
dents in the fields of science, 
medicine, and dentistry. 


The memorandum also covers 
integration of summer school 
programmes between the Jorda- 
nian universities and zbe Uni- 
versity of Kuwait, an exchange of 
books and bulletins in the field of 
education, cultural conferences 
and seminars and cooperation in 
the field of technical and scien- 
tific research. 

It also covers exchange of visits 
by university students, exchange 


of information about higher 
education institutes abroad, and 
coordination with regard to 
equivalence of university certifi- 
cates. 

The memorandum was signed 
on the Jordanian side by Minister 
of Higher Education Nas- 
sereddine .AJ Assad and on the 
Kuwaiti side by Education Minis- 
ter and Acting Minister of Higher 
Education Anwar Noun. 


NHF aides 
leave for 


to Canada 

AMMAN (J.T.> — Two senior 
officials from the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation INHF) have left 
for Canada to take part in an 
international conference on char- 
itable work. 

Hie conference, in which va- 
rious world charitable organisa- 
tions are taking part, is devoted 
to studies on means to promote 
and encouraging charity work 
and enabling participating orga- 
nisations to exchange views and 
information on charitable and 
voluntary work worldwide, 
according to a report in Sawt Ai 
Shaab Arabic daily. 


Shammout 


Majali takes part in security talks 


TUNIS (Petra* J.T.) -rJordanis 
taking part in the Second Arab 
conference of officials in charge 
of security at borders, airports 
and sea pom which opened in 
Tunis Tuesday. 

The delegates will direct their 
attention to means of ensuring 
security and preventing infiltra- 
tion and -smuggling through air- 
ports, land border posts and sea 
ports in the Arab World, by 
adopting-up to date methods and 
employing modern detection 
equipment. - 

Jordan's delegation to the con- 
ference is led by Public Security 
Department (PSD) Director 
General Lieutenant General 
Abdul Harfi Al Majali. 

Majali addressed the. meeting 
Tuesday on the question of com- 


prehensive security and the need 
for inter-Arab cooperation for 
protecting the Arab society. 

Majali said that collective 
efforts should be made to proteef 
the Arab order and to safeguard 
Arab interests. 

Majali was quoted last month 
as saying that the PSD was plan- 
ning to use helicopters for moni- 
toring traffic and border areas 
and was recruiting staff to oper- 
ate these services. 

He was also quoted by the local 
press as saying that the PSD has 
set up 64 security centres since 
1985 in a bid to expand the duties 
and the activities of the police, 
and to involve members of the 
public in the process of safe- 
guarding internal security. 



Abdul Hadi Al Majali 


AULT 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The Arab 
Union of Land Transport 
(AULT) which is holding general 
assembly meetings in Amman 
Wednesday elected Mansour 
Shammout from the Ministry of 
Transport in Jordan to serve as 
the union’s secretary general. 

The union's board of directors 
groups representatives of 15 
countries which are union mem 
bers. 

The General Assembly meet- 
ings were opened here Tuesday 
with the participation of all union 
members. 

Acting Minister of Transport 
and Telecommunications His ham 
Al Khatib opened the frve-day 
meetings with a call on the union 
members to produce a set of 
unified specifications for roads, 
bridges and vehicles employed on 
the roads in the Arab world. 

Shammout replaces Abdullah 
Dmour as the union’s secretary 
general. 


Dahdaleh’s paintings reflect soft, vivid li 


By SalatnehJBoufos 

Jordan Times staff reporter 

AMMAN — Ghada Dahdaleh’s 
silk paintings speak for them- 
selves, and for her, far better 
than she speaks of her work 
currently on show at the Petra 
Bank Gallery. An instant ex- 
pression of soft and vivid liveli- 
ness pervades the exhibit room 
decorated with her watercolour- 
based French dyes on silk, depict- 
ing various lands of Bowers. 

Minister of Occupied Territor- 
ies Affairs Marwan Dudin, who 
inaugurated the exhibition Mon- 
day, described the- exhibition's 


effect on the audience accurately 
when he said: “It is a nice exhibi- 
tion... it makes people a little 
happy in such depressing times." 

ART REVIEW 

The size of the flower paint- 
ings, which is far bigger than life 
size, creates fine decorative lines 
and colour schemes that are com- 
patible with big space. Interior 
designer and director of the Fine 
Arts Institute Hazem Rifai said 
the accuracy In details and colour 
separation and combination 
added to a neat decorative effect. 

Tbe soft-spoken Ghada, 25, 


follows seven steps when prepar- 
ing one of her works. The steps 
includes research of the subject of 
her painting, sketching the sub- 
ject on paper, white-washing the 
silk and ironing it on the drawn 
out paper and tracing it on the 
silk piece. She then uses a wax 
pen to emphasise and separate 
colours, then colours it with 
French dyes before steaming it 
and using a pressure process as a 
finishing step. The work is then 
pressured between two plates of 
glass and framed. 

The artist sees her present 
work at “a transitory phase" and 
hopes to return to her abstract 
style with acrylic on canvas and 


mixed media paintings on hand- 
made paper. Her work on ex- 
hibit, which makes use of an 
effective though expensive tech- 
nique, is mostly suitable for in- 
terior design purposes in homes 
as well as in hotels, hospitals and 
big halls. This is mainly how her 
work must be judged. 

Ghada, who finished her 
secondary education at the Sisters 
of Nazareth School in Amman in 
19S1. graduated from Central 
Technical College of Art in 
Toronto, Canada in 1984. This is 
her second solo exhibition in two 
years in addition to taking part in 
group exhibitions in Jordan and 
Canada. 




‘Cactus*, from Ghada Dahdakh’s 
Petra Bank Gallery 


currently on show at the 


CyrabkUnm Rosana, an originally white flower, made pink by the 
artisi 


Karekine II voices solidarity with Palestinians 

Armenian Church leader prai$< 
King’s efforts towards peace 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lebanon-based spiritual leader of 
Armenians drew parallels between the Palestinian 
and Armenian causes and expressed Armenian 
understanding for the Palestinian plight. 


“We understand their cause 
very well because we were denied 
our rights too,” Catholicos of 
Silicia Karekine II, who is cur- 
rently visiting Jordan, told the 
Jordan Times. He said Arme- 
nians in his constituency would 
appreciate any endeavour which 
would bring recognition “to help 
the Palestinians regain their 
rights," and expressed his person- 
al appreciation for His Majesty 
King Hussein's efforts in that 
field. 

The Catholicos. who arrived in 
Amman Monday, relayed his 
deep “appreciation and gratitude 
to King Hussein for all be did and 
continues to do for the Arab 
nation, especially Lebanon." 

He added that he was very 
impressed with the “incompara- 
ble development in Jordan parti- 
cularly in the capital Amman.” 


The Catholicos, who studied 
theology in Oxford University, 
said he was pleased with the skill 
of the people of Jordan under the 
wise leadership of King Hussein, 
which, he said, “clearly indicates 
devotion to promotion of human 
life in Jordan.” 

Karekine □ said that the pur- 
pose of his visit is to relay 
brotherly love to Jordanians, 
Palestinians and Armenians in 
Jordan “whom we keep very 
close to our bean.” 

In answer to a Jordan Times 
question on the future of the 
Armenian problem, the 56 year 
old clergyman said the Armenian 
cause will not die because it is a 
“just cause, rooted in historical 
grounds." 

Karekine II added that the 
Armenians will continue to press 
for “their rights and self auton- 


omy," and that with such a viable 
case “the Armenian cause will 
not become a dead one.” 

The Catholicos of Silicia, 
whose church carries jurisdiction 
over Lebanon , the Gulf and pans 
of Europe, the United States and 
Canada, pointed out that the 
problem facing the Armenians so 
far has been that “our cause is nor 
well known.” 

But His Eminence, who is also 
the deputy chairman of the World 
Council of Churches, added that 
he does not "believe in violent 
methods (to achieve the people's 
aspirations) because 1 do not be- 
lieve that violence is beneficial.” 

He cited as example of hope 
for the Armenian cause, the 
meeting of American President 
Nixon and Chinese leader Mao 
Tse-Tung "who would have ever 
said, 40 years ago that they would 
ever meet? History is unpredict- 
able,” he said. 

Karekine II, told the Jordan 
Times that the Armenian com- 
munity in Lebanon stands “basi- 
cally with centrality of legal au- 
thority in Lebanon." and that the 
conflict in Lebanon cannot be 
solved by fighting. "Therefore 


the Armenians in Lebanon do not 
participate militarily in the inter- 
na) conflicts,” but he stressed that 
they remain “positively en- 
gaged." 

He added that Lebanon has 
shown that it is a "country where 
sharing together in government 
and public” services should not be 
destroyed." He satd the 
Lebanese people, regardless of 
their political or religious affilia- 
tions. “should maintain this basic 
character.” and that they should 
be more "expressive for their 
desire for unity.” 

Karekine II called on “all our 
friends within the Arab nation 
and in the world.” to extend help 
to the war tom country. 

He added that there is “contu- 
sion in Lebanon.” before the 
general elections, scheduled to be 
held on August 23. and called 
upon ail Lebanese to “provide 
the new president with an oppor- 
tunity” to prove himself. 

He used the French word 
"asseniblemeni” in describing the 
role of the next president oi 
Lebanon, "a person who -Jr. 
assemble all the people 
together." he explained. 


Department to submit working papers on text books 


AMMAN {J.T.) — The Curricula 
Department at the Ministry of 
Education has prepared a work- 
ing paper to be submitted to the 
ministry's Council of Education 
dealing with the development of 
science textbooks for the second 
preparatory class at compulsory 
schools in the Kingdom. 

The Department Director 
Ahmad Hiyasat said that teams 
from his department have revised 


science books which would be 
* studied by the first, the second, 
third, fourth and fifth elementary 
classes in elementary schools, and 
the chemistry textbooks for the 
first, second and third secondary 
classes studying nursing. 

The department has also re- 
vised other books on physics, 
chemistry, biology and general 
sciences to a number of classes 
for the coming scholastic years. 

The change in the textbooks 


was considered as part of the 
Ministry of Education's drive to 
overhaul the educational system 
in the country. 

On May 21, Minister of Educa- 
tion Thouqan Hindawi said that 
as of the 1989-1990, scholastic 


year new textbooks will be intro- 
duced into the schools in accord- 
ance with a given timetable. In a 
matter of four years from now, 
new textbooks for all classes wilt 
be introduced. 
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Children in Arab World do not 
their dreams, Egyptian professor 




By Nqjwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — “Children in the 
Arab World do not live their 
dreams, but the dreams of 
adults," said a professor at 
Egypt’s National Institute for So- 
cial Research. 

Soheir Loutfi, who is also a 
lecturer at several Egyptian uni- 
versities, said Arab children often 
live their childhood without 
knowing their rights or freedoms 
or even being aware that they are 
entitled to them. 

Two predominant reasons why 
children are denied their basic 
human rights were traced by 
Loutfi. 

During a lecture at Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation on 
"children’s rights: The differ- 
ences between context and real- 
ity." she pointed out that the 
inability of the Arab family to 
adjust to the changes of society 
and the lack of an Arab ideology 
and a national plan which in- 
cludes the development of chil- 
dren, have played a decisive role 
in formulating an attitude and 
environment, reinforced by socie- 
ty, which denies children their 
basic human rights. 

In the past the extended family 
was the household system and the 
basis of the economy. “The 
breadwinner of the family was the 
‘godfather’. In such a family there 
is no discussion, no democracy, 
the 'godfather's' word goes," said 
Loutfi. Since the breadwinner 
controlled the economy of the 
family, he could also control 
other aspects of the family’s life. 

Meanwhile, the mother's role 
was to give the children every- 
thing they needed as a way to 
make the children dependent on 
the family, thereby coercing 
them into following their wishes. 

To further explain her point, 
Loutfi said, “If the mother is a 
farmer then she wants her daugh- 
ter or son to be a farmer, or if tbe 
father is a doctor, be wants his 
son to be a doctor. Both do not 
regard the ‘real’ needs of the 
children.” 

This traditional value system 
was necessary as long as the 
economic base of the family 
rested with tbe extended family. 
However. Loutfi stressed that 
now the economy has been trans- 
ferred from the hands of the 
family to the hands of the state, 
and needs the help of all the 
members of the family. 

In an interview with tbe Jordan 
Times, Loutfi discussed the new 
job" for the family. “Tbe tradi- 
tional roles of the family mem- 
bers must be transformed as must 
the criteria and value system 
which controls the process of 
socialisation, since the family is 
no longer the unit for production 
and consumption. If not, the pre- 
sent economic system may be 
threatened,” she warned. 

Loutfi believes the family 


should produce independent and 
nationalist children of the future 
whose- loyalty is first to the state 
and then to the family. “A high 
degree of awareness is necessary 
to bring up ‘the children of the 
future’. The family must now 
look at the ‘real* ability of die 
child and the ‘real* needs of the 
society. An environment must be 
created which will give the child 
an opportunity to break away 
from bis family at one point.” 

In order to form a new value 
system, the dichotomy of the old 
criteria and the new criteria 
which come -with development 
must first be overcome, “then we 
can find a value system which 
suits us,” Loutfi said. 

However, she said this would 
not be an easy process since 
“families bave gotten used to the 
traditional roles." 

In addition despite the radical 
changes which bave taken place 
within the Arab societies, there 
are factors outside the infrastruc- 
ture and superstructure* which en- 
courages the continuation of the 
traditional roles. These factors 
are present to a lesser degree in 
advanced countries as well, she 
said. 

"Equally important to the 
adjustment of families to tbe 
changes in tbe society, is the 
development of an Arab ideology 
and a national plan which imple- 
ments programmes for tbe ‘real’ 
needs of children.” Loutfi said on 
the surface the programme for 
children, in tbe social welfare 
sense, seems “fantastic", howev- 
er, when the content is studied, 
“it is just a facade. All the prog- 
rammes concerned with are food, 
shelter and clothes for the chil- 
dren.” 

She stressed that these aspects 
are needed for human rights, but 
that does not mean “they are the 
‘real’ human rights." 

According to Loutfi the prog- 
rammes may be used for political 
or economic aims or they may not 
be appropriate for all children. 
“Often tbe programmes are 
geared to the needs of the chil- 
dren of higher social class at the 
expense of the children of less 
social classes.” 

In addition to looking at the 
needs of all the classes, Loutfi 
believes the psychological needs 
of the children should also be 
delved into. "We need studies to 
show the ‘real’ psychological 
needs. If children could express 
their needs, I think they will 
become a formidable political 
force, but they are handicapped 
and therefore, can not express 
themselves.” 

Foremost in tbe programme 
should be the characteristics of 
“what is an Arab child.” She 
said: “This factor should include 
aspects of the society, behaviour 
and age. For example a person is 
considered a child if he or she is 
between the ages of 6-12. Howev- 
er, in the rural parts of the Arab 
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The child fanner 


World a child of six may be a 
labourer. We must see the char- 
acteristics of the Arab societies, 
to define the characteristics of the 
Arab child.” 

A critical view of the present 
children's programmes should be 
incorporated into a national de- 
velopment plan. “The Arab 
Quid should not be isolated from 
the development of his country. 
Solving his problems does not 
only mean solving society's prob- 
lems but having an ideology of 
our own," said Loutfi. 

"Although the Arab states 
have their independence, they 
are still politically, socially, eco- 
nomically and culturally, depen- 


dent." She called on the Aral 
intellectuals to clarify the Aral 
ideology and its tools. 

“There is some exploitation oi 
the cb/Jd in capitalist and socialist 
societies, but at least have ihcii 
independence, an ideology and c 
plan.” 

For a child's development ir ij. 
essentia] to know what the role ol 
society is and what tools it will 
use to instill social and materia! 
values in the child within an 
ideological frame, “otherwise 
when there is another children's 
conference, it won't have any 
effect since there is no plan ,>Y 
ideology.” 


British Airways are pleased to 
announce that its Concorde hot 
air balloon will be flying over 
Amman (depending on weather 
conditions) in the early mornings 
of May 25, 26 and 27 and will he 
at the Al Rumman Hill Climb on 
May 27. 


watch out for this 
large silver coloured foa 
loon over the city. 

British Airways 
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Give and take in Africa 

BY some strange coincidence, Israeli leaders are trumpeting 
their success in making inroads into African diplomacy and 
bilateral relations with African states at a time when the 
leaders of Africa are meeting in a summit in Addis Ababa. 
Israeli President Chaim Herzog's exuberant declaration that 
his country was not only strengthening relations with African 
countries but is also hoping to consolidate these ties with 
diplomatic links should be a resounding message to the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) summit in the Ethiopian 
capital. No doubt, the major issues facing the summiteers 
include how to continue to support liberation movements in 
Africa, with particular emphasis on southern Africa and the 
apartheid regime in power in Pretoria. But, judging from what 
we hear from the Israeli side as well as international 
assessments, it appears clear that a good number of the African 
states pay only lip-service to the concept of liberation and 
freedom movements since there is little doubt that they are 
engaged in clandestine “arrangements' 1 with Israel for bilater- 
al cooperation and assistance in the form of technology and 
otherwise. 

The root cause for Israel's “diplomatic success" could be 
traced to the apparent indifferent attitude of some Arab 
countries in the context of cooperation with and aid to Africa. 
This indifference has been exploited by Israel, which is more 
than willing to welcome with open arms those African states 
which turn to it for assistance, albeit in some cases as a last 
resort. The statement by black South African leader Nhato 
Motlano of Soweto, the cradle of black nationalism, that he 
could not “equate t be Israeii-Palestinian problem with the 
black-white problem in South Africa" is a firm pointer to the 
cleverly-engineered Israeli political campaign underway in 
Africa. This should sound alarm signals in Arab capitals which 
boast of continued support in Africa for Arab causes. 

Arab conferences and summits routinely issue declarations 
in support for liberation movements in Africa, but very little 
appears to be done further to extend material aid to freedom 
struggles in the continent. There is no sense in denying it; this is 
a give-and-take business, and African states do look to affluent 
Arabs for assistance. When the giver is absent, it is anybody's 
business to step in. 

Very tittle could be achieved by sending messages of 
solidarity to the African leaders unless accompanied by a 
sound, long-term political strategy to reassert African solidar- 
ity, politically and otherwise, with Arab causes. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


By. Dr. Asa’d Abdul Rahman 


A1 Ra'i: Independence Day 


INDEPENDENCE Day is a day of rejoicing for the Arab people of 
this country and it is an anniversary in which every Jordanian takes 
pride. The birth of Jordan came about as a result of the sacrifices and 
the struggle of leaders of the Great Arab Revolt who dedicated their 
rime and efforts to bring freedom and unity for the Arabs. Jordan, 
which celebrates Independence Day today, was the first fruit of the 
long struggle against colonialist rule achieved by the leaders of the 
Great Revolt. Jordan and its leaders and people are still waging their 
struggle for the very principles and objectives of the revolt that broke 
out earlier this century under the leadership of A1 Hussein Ibn AJi. 
Independence Day is a time for remembering the sacrifices of our 
leaders and the achievements over the years and the objectives which 
are to be attained, ft is a day to remember that the leader of the 
revolt and his descendants succeeded in protecting Arab land and 
providing freedom and dignity to the Arab people. It is a time to 
remember the need for preserving these gains and for making Jordan 
a fortress in the face of externa] threats and challenges. The 
Independence Dav anniversary is an opportunity to pledge continued 
cohesion and support for the Jordanian leadership and the en- 
deavours of the country’s Armed Forces for their efforts and for their 
sacrifices. 

A1 Dustour: Jordanians rejoice 

THE Jordanian people today rejoice over the anniversary of 
Independence as it reminds Them of their liberation from colonial 
rule. It is indeed a moment to reflect upon the achievements realised 
under King Husseins rule, carried out in true commitment to the 
principles and the goals of the Great Arab Revolt. Independence 
Day serves as a reminder to the people of Jordan of the great 
sacrifices offered by the leaders of the Great Revolt and their 
dedication and continued efforts for their countrymen. The 42nd 
independence anniversary finds Jordan a strong fortress standing 
firm in the face of all ambitions and expansionist designs by the 
common enemy, and finds Jordan still guarding the longest con- 
frontation lines, providing protection to the Arab World at large. 
Independence came about as a result of the diligent work and the 
relentless endeavours of the people under their Hashemite leadership 
and with the strength and the protection of the Armed Forces. 
Independence Day finds Jordan s economy strong and progressing 
and serving as a model for other developing nations. Jordan, after 42 
years of independence is still firm in its commitment to the national 
causes and true to its support and backing for the Palestinian people 
and their struggle for freedom. 

Sawt A! Shaab: Prosperity and unity 

FOR the Jordanian people, independence means the first step 
towards achieving prosperity and unity for the Arab World. This 
anniversary serves as a reminder for the Arab people to work more 
seriously and with total dedication for achieving the objectives of the 
Great Arab Revolt, led by A1 Hussein Jbn AJi of Mecca. That revolt 
broke out in Hijaz to spread throughout the Arab World, preaching 
freedom and unity and prosperity for the Arab people, independence 
for Jordanians means remembrance of the sacrifices of the leaders of 
the Great Revolt and their confrontation of conspiracies and colonial 
ambition in our land. The anniversary is also a reminder of the great 
efforts and the sacrifices of the armed forces under the Hashemite 
leadership which fought against the enemy in the 1948. 1956, 1967 
and 1973 wars alongside the armies of the Arab countries defending: 
the dignity and independence of the Arab people. Throughout its 
history under the Hashemite rulers. Jordan has been and will 
continue to be a sraunch supporter, of the Palestinian people's 
struggle until they achieve their national objectives. 


SINCE the outbreak of the cur- 
rent Palestinian uprising, Israel 
has been suffering from a state of 
relative embarrassment in the 
military, political, economic and 
moral fields. This is clearly man- 
ifested in the inability of the 
Israeli leaders to agree on one 
specific notion regarding the up- 
rising, its beginnings, motivations 
and leadership. In this respect, 
Israel is still living in a chaotic 
state, with contradictory and 
often irreconcilable views. Obser- 
vers can easily discern clear-cut 
stages in Israeli officials' search 
for an answer as to who orga- 
nises, motivates and leads the 
uprising. 

What can now be considered as 
the first stage of repercussions 
which characterised the Israeli 
information policy during the first 
days of the uprising has now 
become increasingly dear. To. the 
Israeli offidals, the uprising was 
nothing more than scattered cases 
of disturbances resulting from a 
feeling of frustration and despair 
3fter the Amman summit rele- 
gated the Palestinian cause into 
second place after the Gulf war. 
and the superpower's summit in 
Washington failed to bring forth a 
coherent "attention and just solu- 


tion” to the problem. Hence the 
Israeli belief that the uprising 
would soon lose momentum and 
fade away. This premature 
optimism on Israeli behalf was 
accentuated by the belief that the 
uprising was nothing more than 
spontaneous, unrelated disturb- 
ances that had no connection 
whatsoever with the Palestinian 
“terrorist” organisations. This 
Israeli-made image as to the mo- 
tives of and the forces behind the 
uprising explains the arrogant be- 
haviour of the Israeli leadership, 
so much so that both Shimon 
Peres and Yitzhak Rabin saw no 
need to cancel or amend their 
prearranged tours outside Israel. 

This excessive confidence soon 
aggravated (he Israeli predica- 
ment and added to its confusion. 
The “spontaneity theory." first 
circulated by the Israelis, was 
adopted and emphasised by many 
political observers and parties, 
both in the West and in the Arab 
World alike, to serve certain poli- 
tical ends. This theory, which 
Israel spared no pains to empha- 
sise every now and then, was 
cleverly manipulated by many 
forces in the Arab World. Why. 
then, should the West antagonise 
an uprising which Israel itself 


believes was spontaneous, and 
unconnected with Palestinian 
“terrorism"? 

When the uprising continued 
unabated and increased both in 
size and intensity, the Israelis 
found themselves completely un- 
able to explain this qualitative 
development, especially after 
their hasty pre-conceived inter- 
pretations and justifications fol- 
lowing the first days of the upris- 
ing. This necessitated a shift in 
the Israeli information policy, 
which flatly contradicted their 
earlier policy. It was then that the 
second stage started. No spon- 
taneous and isolated movement 
could survive isolated from its 
motivating forces. 

The aims and identity of the 
uprising were made clear beyond 
any doubt in the numerous slo- 
gans that were used and the 
various pamphlets that were dis- 
tributed on a wide scale inside the 
occupied territories. The pre- 
sence of numerous foreign corres- 
pondentsr television crews and 
news agencies and newspaper re- 
porters all helped in confirming 
the exact identity of the uprising. 
The political and organisational 
connection of the uprising with 
the PLO was made clear in the 


OAU observes silver jubilee 
amid dismay, anger, hope 


By Jonathan Wright 

Reuter 

ADDIS ABABA — Africa 
observes the 25th anniversary of 
the Organisation of African Uni- 
ty lOAU) with a mixture of 
dismay, anger and hope. 

Dismay at the continent's eco- 
nomic decline... anger at the sur- 
vival of white rule in South Africa 
and Namibia... hope that leaders 
may learn from their past mis- 
takes. 

The main celebrations are tak- 
ing place Wednesday in the 
Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa 
where, on May 25. 1963. the 
leaders of 32 independent states 
signed a charter pledging to work 
for the political unity ’ of the conti- 
nent. 

The membership of the OAU 
grew to 50 as new countries be- 
came independent. 

But the dream of unity has 
faded as African leaders grappled 
with the more urgent task of 
instilling a sense of nationhood in 
peoples split by tribe and lan- . 
guage. 

“I don’t know whether the new 
generation of African leaders 
have Africa very much in mind. 
We are so preoccupied with 
national problems,’’ said Julius 
Nyerere. former president of 
Tanzania and one of the OAU’s 
founding fathers. 

“At that time we saw Africa 
and we talked about Africa. (But 
now) we are more Tanzanians 
than Africans and the Kenyans 
are more Kenyans than Africans, 
whereas at the time we were 
not," he said in a recent- inter- 
view. 

Journalists who attended the 
inaugural meeting in 1963 said 
many Africans deeply believed 
that the dream of Ghanaian leader 
Kwame Nkrumah — a united 
states of Africa — would come to 
pass in their lifetimes. 

Economic preoccupations have 
also eroded the will for unity in 
Africa, where average real in- 
comes have been falling for more 
than a decade and the burden of 


external debt — now more than 
200 billion dollars — diverts 
funds from development. 

In the 1960s the continent's 
future looked bright. Exports 
were buoyant, commodity prices 
attractive and most countries 
showed healthy balance of pay- 
ments surpluses. Nigerian eco- 
nomist Adebayo Adedeji told a 
OAU foreign ministers meeting 
in Addis Ababa last week. 

The downturn came in the ear- 
ly 1970s when the price of oil and 
other imports rase sharply with- 
out similar increases for the raw- 
materials Africa exported, he 
added. 

In 1988 the cost of servicing the 
continent’s foreign debts has 
risen to 34 billion dollars a year, 
from seven billion in 1977. and 
last-minute economic reforms so 
far show only mixed results. 

“As we celebfate. let us ask 
ourselves about the opportunities 
lost during these past two-and-a- 
half decades, about decisions 
which needed to be taken but 
were not taken... about failures 
to match promise with perform- 
ance and words with deeds,” 
Adedeji said. 

Of Africa's 53 states, only 
South Africa and Namibia, where 
white minorities continue to 
dominate black majorities, have 
never been OAU members. 
Morocco withdrew in 1985 after 
the organisation gave frill mem- 
bership to the Saharan Arab 
Democratic Republic (SADR), 
the diplomatic arm of the Polisar- 
io guerrilla front. 

The dispute over the Western 
Sahara, claimed by both Morocco 
and the SADR, is one of the most 
bitter in the OAU’s history and. 
with a long-running civil war in 
Chad, brought the organisation 
close to disintegration in the early 
19S0s. 

Two attempts to hold an OAU 
summit in the Libyan capital Tri- 
poli collapsed in Aug. and Nov. 
of 1983. 

The first meeting failed to get a 
quorum because 19 states stayed 
away over the Western Sahara 


dispute. 

The second was abandoned be- 
cause members could not agree 
whether Chad should be repre- 
sented by Hissene Habre or by 
Goukouni Oueddei. who had 
been driven from the country the 
year before. 

OAU officials say the OAU’s 
greatest strength has been the 
clause in the charter which effec- 
tively means that borders drawn 
by the European powers and in- 
herited at independence remain 
fixed. 

Africa has seen border wars — 
between Chad and Libya. Mali 
and Burkina Faso, Somalia and 
Ethiopia, for example — but the 
OAU principle has probably 
helped keep them to a minimum. 

“Our founding fathers were 
wise when they said we should 
not fight over-borders. We should 
take them to arbitration and then 
you will be able to live in peace," 
OAU chairman Kenneth Kaunda 
of Zambia said in an anniversary 
interview with Pana. the OAU’s 
own news agency. 

In place of full unity, the OAU 
has adopted the more modest 
ambition of speaking with a single 
voice for Africa in international 
meetings, especially on dealings 
with the continent’s western cre- 
ditors and in the campaign for 
sanctions against South Africa. 

The search for unity has also 
shifted towards economic integra- 
tion. starting with small groups of 
nations in several parts of the 
continent. 

Regional groupings like the 
economic community of West 
African states, the Southern Afri- 
ca development coordination 
conference and the preferential 
trade area in eastern and south- 
ern Africa have sprung up with 
more limited objectives than the 
OAU originally proclaimed. 

In Lagos in 1980. African lead- 
ers committed themselves to 
creating a common marke. 
throughout the continent by the 
end of the century. Already most 
bave begun to realise that even that 
timetable was far too ambitious. 


New French government 
tiptoes into New Caledonia 


By Van ora Bennett 
Reuter 

PARIS — France's new Socialist 
government has begun a softly- 
softly approach to ending discon- 
tent In New Caledonia by sending 
a trouble-shooting mission to its 
Pacific territory. 

The mission arrived on Friday and 
will spend several weeks on the 
archipelago where unrest be- 
tween bitterly-opposed racial 
groups exploded last month just 
before French presidential elec- 
tions. 

Violence in New Caledonia has 
killed 26 people in the past 
moath, including 19 shot dead 
when French troops stormed a 
remote cave where gendarmes 
were being held hostage. 

Appointing the six-man mis- 
sion to “re-establish dialogue" 
between pro-French white set- 
tlers and Melanesian separatists 
(Kanaks) was one of Socialist 
Prime Minister Michel Rocard’s 
first moves after taking office last 
week. 

It marks an abrupt change in 
approach from the confrontation- 
al attitude of the former rightist 
government, which backed set- 
tlers' demands to stay French by 
increasing French military and 


police presence on the 
archipelago. 

The Kanak Socialist National 
Liberation Front (FLNKS). 
which heads separatist activity, 
said it was not hostile to the 
mission. 

“The mission will have time to 
see how the different sides actual- 
ly behave,” an FLNKS official said. 
“But that is nor what we asked for. 
We asked for a government 
envoy.” 

Rocard has set up an inquiry 
into military and police action 
ordered by the previous govern- 
ment during the recent violence. 

He has also flown Kanaks 
charged with violent crimes for 
trial in France to remove them 
from the overheated atmosphere 
20,000 kilometres from Paris. 

Re-elected Presidem Francois 
Mitterrand has in the past said he 
favours bringing more independ- 
ence to the territory. 

But for the moment, caution is 
the watchword in government cir- 
cles New overseas territories 
minister Oliver Stim refused to 
outline his plans until the mis- 
sion’s work is done. 

“Let them start work, and 
don't ask me what we will decide 
until they have got going,” he 
said in a radio interview. 


Tension has eased since Mitter- 
rand returned to power after the 
May 8, backed by a leftist govern- 
ment after two years of rule by 
the right. 

Before the election. New Cale- 
donia was run by hardline right- 
wing overseas territories minister 
Bernard Pons. He said repeatedly 
he would stick by a 1987 inde- 
pendence referendum, which 
gave a strong stay-French result. 

Kanak separatists boycotted 
the referendum and the presiden- 
tial election, saying rule by 
France favoured the settlers. 
Kanaks make up 43 per cent of 
the 145,000 population. 

Four paramilitary gendarmes 
were killed when separatists 
wielding machetes stormed the 
barracks at Fayaoue on the island 
of Ouvea. 

The separatists fled, taking 23 
gendarmes hostage, and hid out 
in a cave on the island of Ouvea 
till May 5, when police stormed 
their stronghold on the island and 
freed rhe prisoners. Nineteen 
Kanaks died in the raid. 

The Socialist government said 
this week it was setting up a 
separate inquiry to look into 
Kanak claims that French soldier?: 
killed several kidnappers after 
they had surrendered. 


uprising's various slogans, pam- 
phlet s and literature. At this stage, 
Rabin returned from his U.S. tour 
with a firm determination to im- 
plement the “iron fist policy". 
after be “discovered" the rela- 
tionship between the prevailing 
violence and the Palestinian “ter- 
rorist" organisation. Observers 
could easily discern that the first 
aim of the Israeli political offen- 
sive was to find a reasonable 
justification for the large scale 
killing and bone-breaking policy 
which invited world-wide conde- 
mnation from the West and from 
within Israel itself. 

The second aim of this new 
Israeli policy was to adjust itself 
to the facts disseminated by 
Western mass media, that the 
uprising had a unified and secret 
leadership that leads and directs 
its daily battles, and that that 
leadership was connected with 
the PLO. Israeli credibility suf- 
fered a serious blow: it could no 
longer ignore the facts that were 
made public by various television 
networks and foreign correspon- 
dents. 

With the persistence of the 
uprising. Israeli leaders realised 
its detrimental effecr on the 
Israeli sorierv that had shielded 


itself behind phony beliefs. The 
Israelis had to admit that the 
PLO was the motivating force 
behind the uprising, an admission 
that would have given credibility 
ro the Arabs’ resolution that the 
PLO was “the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people.” 

At that point began the third 
stage, reflecting more embarrass- 
ment and confusion in the Israeli 
political and information policy. 
Israel issued confused and often 
irreconcilable statements affirm- 
ing, on the one hand, the “spon- 
taneous nature” of the uprising 
and, on the other that the upris- 
ing was not spontaneous and that 
its relationship to “terrorist orga- 
nisations” could be established. 

Often, a third approach was 
adopted: The uprising was spon- 
taneous but was forced to give its 
leadership to the PLO and other 
“terrorist" organisations. This 
omni' faced and contradictory be- 
haviour still governs the Israeli 
political and information policy, 
rendering it unable to give a clear 
answer as to the motivators and 
actual leadership of the uprising. 

The outside world realised the 
confusion that characterised the 
Israeli political and information 


policy, thus aggravating it even 
more. The absence of a coherent 
understanding of the motivating 
forces behind the uprising soon 
led to a loss in the credibility of 
the Jewish state itself. The Israeli 
confusion was made worse due to 
world-wide sympathy with the 
inhabitants of the occupied terri- 
tories. This sympathy was made 
possible due to, first, the just 
cause of the Palestinians: second, 
to their unremitting determina- 
tion to resist the Israeli invaders; 
and. third, to their own under- 
standing and style of human 
struggle, o struggle which has so 
far abstained from bloodshed, 
despite all incentives to the con- 
trary. and, or to their unlimited 
willingness to sacrifice when 
“democratic" Israel decided to 
spill their blood and break their 
bones. 

Israel, this time, found itself 
substantially lost. The interna- 
tional community has finally de- 
cided to believe what it sees on 
television and what unbiased 
news agencies convey to it. The 
world has decided, thanks to the 
uprising, to believe what the 
Israeli racist killer is actuaify' 
doing, rather than to believe his. 
phony tears. 



By Robert Evans 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — In May 1974, on 
the eve of Richard Nixon’s arrival 
in Moscow . police raided an 
apartment in the Arbat district 
and arrested four defiant young 
members of an illegal political 
discussion group. 

On a sunny May Sunday in 
1988, just a week before Ronald 
Reagan flies in, a friendly crowd 
on Arbat street’s pedestrian pre- 
cinct applauds a teenage guitarist 
for a song poking fun at the KGB 
— with two grinning policemen 
looking on. 

Fourteen years ago, Auschwitz 
survivor Nika Shcherbakova ran 
an underground salon for strug- 
gling painters and poets whose 
works were regarded by the au- 
thorities as at best un-sociahst 
and at worst slanderous and anti- 
Soviet. 

Today Shcherbakova has per- 
mission to maintain her own art 
gallery and holds an exit visa for 
her first visit to the United States 
to promote the canvases of some of 
her Moscow artist friends. 

Long-time foreign residents 
and Russians of varying views 
who have lived through the de- 
cade and a half since a U.S. 
president last came to Moscow 
agree that the change is dramatic. 

And few would deny that the 
“evil empire” of Reagan’s early 
1980s vision has been converted 
with amazing speed over the past 
three years into what Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev has 
described as “a huge debating 
society." 

“This is a country struggling to 
break with years of bans, dogmas 
and repression.” says Anatoly 
Belyayev, editor-in-chief of the 
journal "20th century and peace" 
published by the Soviet peace 
committee. 

“I think the greatest change is 
that people are no longer afraid," 
says journalist and writer Arkady 
Vaksbeig. “No one looks over 
their shoulder any more before 
they say what they think. And 
they do say what they think." 

Playwright Mikhail Shatrov, an 
outspoken if critical supporter of 
Gorbachev's "perestroika” re- 
form programme, harangues and 
audience "f eiderlu educators' 


with the demand: “Aren’t you 
ashamed of this history textbook 
you have produced." 

Moscow television tells viewers 
of the "Stalinist iron curtain" the 
Kremlin dropped across Europe 
in the 1940s and, in a programme 
aimed at young people, shows a 
video-clip equating the American 
and Soviet military machines. 

Historian Vyacheslav 
Dashichev tells readers of a popu- 
lar weekly that Soviet foreign 
policy blunders were as much to 
blame for world tension in recent 
decades as any anti-Commuaism 
in the West 

And the week ly supplement of 
the government newspaper Izvestia 
runs a letter asserting that Stalin’s 
collectivisation of agriculture in 
the early 1930s brought more 
suffering to Soviet peasants than 
the devastation of World War U. 

The picture is not all bright. 
Soviet residents of other cities 
and provincial towns report old- 
style officials still use strong-arm 
methods against critics and im- 
pose their own censorship on 
local cinemas and theatres. 

The top Moscow official in 
charge of handling relations be- 
tween the atheist state and reli- 
gious communities says many of 
his committee's representatives in 
the field connive with party 
bureaucrats to violate the rights 
of believers. 

In the capital, police break up a 
meeting of a group seeking to 
form a party to oppose the Com- 
munists and put many of its out- 
of-town members on trams and 
planes back home. Some from 
Moscow get seven days jail on 
hooliganism charges. 

Nevertheless, none are hauled 
before a rigged court as they 
would certainly have been in the 
1970s to face charges of “anti- 
Soviet agitation and propaganda" 
and a possible seven-year term in 
a labour camp. 

Gorbachev himself denounces 
dissident journal editor Sergei 
Grigoryants, a former political 
prisoner released under a 1987 
amnesty, as an effective hireling 
of Western ami-Sovieteers be- 
cause he regularly tails to foreign 
correspondents. 

But as if to explain this type of 
echo of past attitudes, the Krem- 


lin leader also tells his own peo- . 
pie frequently bow difficult it is 
for him as well to break out of 
‘•old thinking" and view the 
world as it really is. 

Police still guard foreigners’ 
housing blocks in Moscow, 
checking the documents of 
Soviets entering. And customs 
officers still routinely search the 
luggage of tourists entering and 
leaving the country. 

However, an increasingly free- 
wheeling Soviet press is alive to 
these and other issues, denounc- 
ing official abuse of all hues in 
ringing tones as violations of- the 1 
democratisation drive promoted 
by Gorbachev. 

“T could never have believed 
we would have come so far so 
fast." says Vaksberg, whose arti- 
cles on legal injustice in the week- 
ly literayy gazette were among the 
few bright spots in the press ’ 
during the long rule of Leonid ' 
Brezhnev from 1964-82. 

Exit regulations have been 
shaiply eased. Revised travel reg- 
ulations allow almost any Soviet 
citizen who can produce a nota- 
rised invitation from a. friend or 
relative abroad to travel to the ■ 
West, although bureaucrats stffl 
stall over the issue of full emigre- ’ 
tion papers. 

“Two years ago, I would never * 
have believed this would v ever 
happen," said one young woman 1 
from Riga in the Baltic state of 
Latvia. “But here I am packing 
for six months in West . -Ger- 
many." 

Shcherbakova, ' head ffig vfor ' 
New York in mid-june and later 
on to London, discounts suggesti- 
ons by some Soviet emigres that r 
it is ail window-dressing 'bn- the - 
eve of the summit. ; ” 

The human xi gh t’s 
situation here today ho longer .de^ . : 
pends on the arrival of -scene,, 
foreign leader," she saysr“Whar . 
is happening is part afa/ prodesi ' 
of internal change that.; looks, .' 
more and more as though jt can- * 
001 be turned back." ""-v* 

When Nixon came to Mosdhw .! 
m 1972 and 1974, ShdiarhffoYa'.. « 
re ^ s » was all; yery dstaiit^ 

and removed from our evferjalay > 
me. But this Reagan somMt^ws- ; 
reel it concerns ns alL And thaiis 
what is really different” ' J - 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The. U.S. Commerce Department Tues- 
day imposed a 547,000 fine -against Hughes Aircraft Co. for 
allegedly aiding an Arab League boycott of Israel. Hughes, a Los 
’ ■ Angeles aircraft 2nd communications equipment manufacturer , 
which is owned toy General Motors Corp, agreed to pay the fine 
.without admitting or denying the allegations, the department said. 
In April- and May. 1963, Hughes allegedly gave the Central Office 
for the Boycott of Israel in Syria info rma tion about business, 
dealings 'it "and otbbr companies had with Israel and persons 
b l ac klis ted by the Arab League, the department said. By providing 
the information to the Arab League, whose members boycott 
goods and. services from Israel, the department said Hughes 
violated the anti-boycott provisions of tbe Export Administration 
Act. ' 

Remains of two Marines returned home 

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, Delaware (AP) — Tbe remains of 
two Marines whose helicopter was downed (hiring last month's 
fig htin g with Tran in the Gulf were returned here in a brief, solemn 
ceremony. The remains of Captain Kenneth W. Hill, 33, of 
ThomasviHc, North Carolina, and Capt. Stephen C. Leslie, 30, of 
New Bern, North Carolina, arrived on a C-5A Galaxy Tuesday from- 
Rhein-Main air base in West Germany- The remains are scheduled 
to leave Dover Wednesday morning for burial at Arlington national 
cemetery outside Washington. Hill and Leslie were flying a Marine 
corps AH-I Cobra helicopter when it went down in the Gulf April 
IS, hit by gunfire or a missile. The helicopter vanished on a night 
reconnaissance mission, a few hours after U.S. and Ir an ia n naval 
forces had fought a series of day-long dashes in tbe southern Gulf. 


British armed forces minister in Gulf 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The British minister of state for the armed 
forces, Ian Stewart, conferred Wednesday .with Prime Minister 
Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Salman AI Khalifa at the start of a two-day 
visit. Tbe Gulf News Agency said the two officials discussed means 
of bolstering bilateral cooperation, current developments in the 
region and issues of mutual Interest. It did not elaborate. British 
embassy diplomats said Stewart was holding discussions on tbe 
situation in the Gulf and matters of concern to both countries, 
again without elaborating. Bahrain is the first leg of a tour by 
Stewart in the region. Britain is a major arms supplier and military 
trainer for Bahrain and other Gulf countries that once were linked 
to British colonial empire. Britain's royal navy also has a task force 
that patrols the waters of the Gulf to protect British-flag vessels 
against spillovers of the Iran-Iraq war. 

U.S. diplomat criticises Syrian comment 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A top U.S. diplomat has criticised 
remarks by Syria's envoy to tbe United Nations as anti-Semitic and 
racist. In a letter Monday to Edgar Bronfrnan, president of the 
World Jewish Congress, Assistant Secretary of State Richard 
Willi am son said the “anti-Semitic statement by the Syrian repre- 
sentative ... was an unacceptable use of the (U.N.) Security 
Council as a platform for spewing racism.*’ Williamson was 
referring to a statement by Syrian Ambassador Fachi AJ Masri May 
6 at the U.N. Security Council during a debate about an Israeli 
incursion into southern Lebanon. Masri said Israel's presence in 
South Lebanon is aimed at creating “a state of psychosis that will 
compel the inhabitants of southern Lebanon to abandon their lands 
and property, thereby ... giving a free hand to the expansionist 
policy of World Jewish Congress, with Israel as its agent.” 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

Crown Prince urges increased technology transfer I Jordi 


(Continued from page I) 

construction) increased from 

21.000 in 1980 to 89,000 in 1983. 
Ttois combined growth in employ- 
ment of about three per cent 
annually provided about half the 
jobs needed by the rapidly grow- 
ing labour force (six to-seven pm 1 
cent annually) in the occupied 
territories. The balance fell on 
Jordan’s shoulders whereby tbe 
East Bank provided most of the 
extra jobs needed to sustain the 
population on the West Bank and 
Gaza. Employment in tbe East 
Bank increased by -over eight per 
cent annually between 1970 and 
1983 with tbe number of jobs 
rising from 258,000 in 1970 to 

615.000 in 1985. Many job seek- 
ers from the occupied territories 
also found employment opportu- 
nities during these years in -the 
booming economies of neigh- 
bouring Arab oil countries. 
However, since the early eighties, 
with the ecoooz^ JsfouMlowH 
througbo^tthe ri&opZ these : *?- 
temEftsbarces ofjtobs nave dried- 
up, and, for the last few years 
since 1983-1984, most new en- 
trants into the labour market on 
the West Bank and Gaza had to 
start their working fives being 
unemployed. 

"Jordan has tried, to do aH that it 
can to alleviate tins situation and . to 
draw the attention of the world com- 
munity. Since 1967 It has kept its 
markets open to a variety of products 
from the west Bank, while the Israeli 
authorities impose barriers on trade 
from the East Bank to the occupied 
territories. As a result the'East Bank 
runs a trade deficit with the territories 
of about $100 million annually in 
contrast 10 Israel’s surplus of over 
$500 mifiioa. Additionally,- the Jorda- 
nian government has provided sup- 
port to the inhabitants under occupa- 
tion through numerous measures. Fis- 
cal' aBocatkxos through tbe Jodaa 
government budget were mam t m ncd 
to fund such vital services as educa- 
tion, health and municipalities, 
altho ugh taxes in the occupied, terri- 
tories were levied and collected by 
the Israeli occupation authorities. 


Jordanian commercial banks were 
kept dosed while tbe Israelis allowed 
their banks to operate bat with little 
or no effective mobilisation of re- 
sources for investment. Not until 1986 
was tbe fast branch of a Jordanian 
bank allowed to open after strenuous 
efforts by Jordan. It was evidently a 
case of too btde being done too late. 

"In November 1986, and in recog- 
nition of the seriously deteriorating 
sodo-economic conditions, Jordan 
launched a programme of economic 
support for the people of the occu- 
pied territories totalling $1 billion. 
Out of its budget, Jordan made a 
co mmitm ent of S150 million towards 
tins programme. Very tittle support 
was forthcoming from the interna- 
tional community. In effect, Jordan 
. was left alone in trying to cope with a 
situation beyond its control. Jordan's 
warnings went unheeded and tbe 
dangerously destabilising socio-eco- 
nomic policies imposed by tbe Israeli 
occupation authorities were left to 
run their full course. 

“The turmoil and suffering and the 
recent uprising in these territories 
are, to no «™»n extent, linked to 
Israeli self-centred economic policies. 
The tragic situation in the West Bank 
and Gaza contrasts ' sha rply with the 
declarations of Israeli leaders in the 
wake of their 1967 victory when about 
one million Arabs feO under their 
occupation. Israeli derision-makers at 
that time asserted that they would 
demonstrate to the world a model of 
co-existence and prosperity among 
Jews and Arabs under their coutroL 
The situation today is a far ay from 
such a paradigm of welfare and jus- 
tice. 

"Jordan is still determined to do all 
that it can to safeguard the Palesti- 
nian Arab identity of the inhabitants 
. of the occupied territories and prom- 
ote their welfare and prosperity as the 
corn er s to ne of future peace. A num- 
ber of practical options can be identi- 
fied including the setting-up of an 
appropriate international board to 
supervise and support such develop- 
ment initiatives. A number of multi- 
lateral and regional agencies, such as 
the UNDP and the Arab Fund for 
Soda! and Economic Development, 
are already involved in channelling 
development funds to the West Bank 
and Gaza. A pre-requisite for the 
success of any such arrangements is 
the mobilisation of the necessary poli- 
tical will which has been conspicuous- 


ly lacking among the international 
community. " 

Earlier Pittsburg Mayor Sophine 
Masloff made a speech welcoming tbe 
Crown Prince and paying tribute to 
His Majesty King Hussein and Prince 
Hassan’s endeavours for achieving 
^ability and prosperity for the whole 
.region. Masloff wished the seminar 
'all success. 

The Crown Prince also addressed 
the Pittsburg business community at a 
luncheon Wednesday. 

In Atlanta the Crown Prince said 
■Tuesday a peace conference on the 
Middle East chaired by world powers 
would be acceptable as long as its 
findings remained non- binding on the 
parties involved. 

Whether tbe conference can be 
arranged may depend on what hap- 
pens at next week's Moscow summit 
between President Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. raid the Crown Prince. 

"We have said non -coercive and no 
enforcement powers, but at the same 
time, let’s get into one basic issue — 
the Palestinians,*' he said. "I think 
that tbe watermark will really be what 
comes out on Moscow, if anything.” 

. The Grown Prince said efforts to 
establish -an international conference 
have been stalled by Arab objections- 
to ground rules laid out by Secretary 
of State George Shultz, aD regarding 
the Palestinian issue. 

“Shultz's three no’s," the Crown 
Prince said were: No right of self- 
determination for the Palestinians, no ] 
return to 1967 boundaries, and no 
participation by the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Prince Hassan said an international 
conference, led by the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, has been made necessary by the 
Palestinian uprising in tbe Israeb- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
which he called a “seismic” develop- 
ment. 

Prince Hassan said the PLO had 
provided West Bank Palestinians with 
incomplete political leadership, 
dwelling on the uprising's tactics and 
ignoring tbe area’s economic con- 
cerns. 

Prince Hassan said that an indepen- 
dent West Bank "statelet’’ would be 
difficult to establish, requiring that 
the population be “extremely enter- 
prising" and, possibly, the constant 
financial support of other Arab 
states. 


Rifai: Mideast peace needs joint superpower stand 


(Coationed from page 1) 
withdrawal from the ooccupied 
Arab territories. 

"unfortunately the United 
States has become too closely 
identified with Israel.” he said. 

“Without a basic reorientation 
of the American position regard- 
ing its pro-Israeli policy, tbe Un- 
ited States cannot expect to 
achieve progress in its attempt to 
solve the conflict and to settle the 
Palestinian porblem...,” be said. 

“The United States is the 
armourer, tfie banker, the politic- 
al protector and the economic 
saviour of Israel. As such, surely 
it mtist be in a position to exert 
influence on Israel to accept a 
peaceful settlement,” he added. 

Shultz is proposing an interna- 
tional. conference to introduce 
direct Arab-Israeli talks on li- 
mited Palestinian “autonomy” 
with talks on the “final status” of 
the West Bank and Gaza to 
follow. 

Jordan insists on an interna- 
tional conference with the parti- 
cipation of die Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation^ (PLO) to 
negotiate an Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank, including 
Arab Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip 
and the Syrian Golan Heights. 

Rifai said Washington 
appeared reluctant to accept even 1 
■an international conference 
where the five permanent mem- 
bers Of the U-N. Security Council 
would be able to make sugges- 
tions. 

“We asked them (the Amer- 
icans) what is the role of the 
conference if it cannot even make . 
non-binding recommendations, 
individually or collectively... 

“If the conference wonj use 
tfu» moral weight of the five a nd 


of world public opinion to assist 
the parties in arriving at an agree- 
ment through direct negotia- 
tions... what is it for?” 

Rifai said if Washington stuck 
to a pro-Israeli position it would 
condemn the Middle East to “de- 
cades of instability, violence, up- 
heavals, perhaps even another 
war, or wars.” 

Rifai said Jordan would ask the 
Arab League summit due to con- 
vene in Algiers June 7 to discuss 
the U.S. and other peace propos- 
als. Tbe summit was called main- 
ly to discuss ways to support the 
Palestinian uprising in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Jordan also wanted to discuss 
the Iran-Iraq war and aid from 
oil-producing countries to Arab 
states confronting Israel, Rifai 
said. . 

A financial aid agreement 
reached at a 1978 Arab summit in 
Baghdad expires this year. Jor- 
dan was allocated $1.25 billion a 
year but sums received have fal- 
len well short. 

"Certainly Syria and Jordan 
feel there should be a new com- 
mitment for the next few years... 
what we have received is less than 
half the amounts allocated, so if 
not new commitments, at least 


paying back everything that 
hasn’t come so far,” Rifai said. 

Rifai said PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat had accepted an invita- 
tion to visit Amman made by His 
Majesty King Hussein more than 
two months ago, but no date had 
been fixed. 

He said Jordan was coordinat- 
ing fully with Egypt and Syria on 
huddle East peace efforts, but 
coordination with the PLO was 
“not on the level we hope will 
prevail in the future.” 

On the Gulf war, Rifai said it 
was clear Iran could not hope for 
a military victory and should be 
convinced that a negotiated set- 
tlement was tbe only solution. 

“I personally don’t believe this 
wifi happen as long as (Ayatollah 
RuhoDah) Khomeini is alive, but 
the level of fighting... would 
probably be at a reduced level 
since the Iranians are unable to 
launch any major offensives.” 

Rifai said Iraq was now seeking 
to regain all territory occupied by 
Iran, bat was ready for a peace 
agreement on lines laid down in 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 598. 

“The Iraqis are willing, it just 
needs the Iranian position. We 
hope that one day reason and 
logic will prevail.” he said. 


Jordan 

celebrates 

(Continued from page I) 

The King, accompanied by 
Queen Noor, inspected the in- 
terchange and the related 
underground passage. Their 
Majesties were received by 
Greater Amman Mayor Abdul 
Ra'onf Al Rawabdeh and 
senior municipal officials as 
well as engineers who super- 
vised the construction of the 
project. 

On the occasion of Independ- 
ence Day, the King received 
cables of congratulations from 
senior Jordanian officials and 
notables voicing pride in His 
Majesty’s leadership. 

They also recalled the King's 
continuing efforts and en- 
deavours to preserve the unity 
and independence of tbe Arab 
Nanon. 

The cables were sent to the 
King by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai, Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad Al Law- 
zi. Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Akef Al Fayez, Armed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief 
Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker, Chief Islamic Justice 
Sheikh Mohammad Muheilan, 
the directors of the Civil De- 
fence, General Intelligence and 
Public Security departments as 
well as representatives of the 
private and professional sectors 
in the Kingdom. 

The King also received cables 
of good wishes from kings and 
heads of Arab and friendly 
states. 

Iraqis retake 
southeast 

(Continued from page 1) 

Tbe loss of the Iranian bridgehead 
near Basra, seized at appalling cost in 
two months of bitter fighting in early 
1987, is Tehran’s second major milit- 
ary defeat on tbe waif on t in five 
weeks. 

Iraq’s seventh Army Corps, 
spearheaded by elite Presidential 
Guards units, pushed the Iranians out 
of the Faa Peninsula sooth of Basra in 
a lightning assault April 16-18, ending 
a two-year Iranian occupation of the 
marshy finger of land. 

Baghdad Radio broke into its regu- 
lar programmes to announce "a great 
victory.” Iraqi troops in the capital 
fired automatic weapons in the air in 
celebration. 

There was 00 immediate word of 
casualties from either side. But U.S. 
military analysts estimate the Iranians 
lost al least 25,000 killed in last year’s 
Basra push with the Iraqis losing 
around 10,000 lolled. 

Iran also said Wednesday that an 
Iraqi counterattack in the moun- 
tainous Sulahnaniyeh region of north- 
east Iraq, where the Iranians seized 
territory several weeks ago, was 
crushed, with the attack era taking 
“heavy losses and casualties.” 

Iraq’s offensive east of Basra, com- 
ing only five weeks after the Fao 
Push, marked a major shift in strategy 
by Baghdad. 

Until the Fao offensive, the Iraqis 
had fought a static war since 1982 
behind formidable defence lines 
packed with heavy artillery, tanks, 
rocket Launchers and minefields. 

Earlier in the week. Iraqi Defence 
Miniser Adrian KhairaUah told army 
commanders during tour of the front 
that they should be “fully ready” to 
launch new offensives "if Iran insists 
on floating” Resolution 598. 

KhairaUah said the Iraqis would 
seek to retake territory seized by the 
Iranians. 


Palestinian tribute to Abu Jihad paralyses occupied lands 


(Cndbued from page 1) 

military commander of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). - 

Israel Radio reported, mean- 
while, that the military govern- 
ment in the occupied territories 
.threatened to. jail Palestinian 
property owners for up to five 
.years if they do opt wash anti- 


Israeli graffiti from their build- 
ings and remove Palestinian flags. 

The report said those who did 
not comply could also be fined 
15,000 shekels ($9,670). 

An Israeli was indicted for 
manslaughter Wednesday in the 
fatal shooting of a Palestinian 
shepherd May 5 near the Jewish 
settlement of Shiloh in the West 
Bank, Israel Radio reported. 


In Gaga City, Ahmad Wazir, a 
cousin of Abu Jihad, said Israeli 
soldiers showed up at his house 
and interfered with a reception to 
mark the end of mourning by 
tradition. 

1 Abu Jihad was slain April 16 in_ 
his Tunis home. Israeli sources' 
later said the attack was carried 
out by the Israeli Mossad service, 
the navy and a commando unit. 


Thousands Belgian doctor feared 
? l: Befruf d kidnapped in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s latest 
refugees are now crowded under 
trees, in parks and along the 
seashore after fleeing ferocious 
militia battles and their unsafe 
homes in Beirut's southern sub- 
urbs. 

“We left the hell of the suburbs 
for the misery of Beirut,” said 
Zarifeh Gemaa, 40, tears stream- 
ing down her face. 

Her plight is shared by 
thousands of people wandering 
the' streets of west Beirut in 
search of shelter, food and 
money. 

Unable to afford a hotel and 
with no relatives in west Beirut, 
Gemaa and her six children have 
been forced to live in Sanayeh 
park. 

She said she left the suburbs 
under cover of a now broken 
ceasefire. Her husband remained 
to guard their home “because 
gunmen are stealing anything 
they can sell.” 

“I have no news from him yet. 
1 do not know what to do or 
where to go,” she said as her 
children hungrily shared a loaf of 
bread. 

No precise figures are available, 
but security sources estimate that 
up to two-thirds of the 600,000 
residents of the suburbs, mainly 
Sbi’ites, have fled since inter- 
militia battles erupted on May 6. 

The lucky ones found sanctu- 
ary with relatives or friends in 
west Beirut, south Lebanon or 
the Bekaa Valley. The unlucky 
ones have to live in tbe open or 
the temporary shelter of schools 
or mosques. 

Many of the refugees saw their 
homes damaged or destroyed in 
the fighting in the 40 square 
kilometres of alleys and poor 
dwellings which form the south- 
ern suburbs. 


BEIRUT (R) — A Belgian doctor on volunteer work 
with Palestinians in South Lebanon is feared kidnap- 
ped after disappearing five days ago, police said 
Wednesday. 

Jan Cools, 32, with the Norwe- 8 et communication with Beirut 
gian aid organisation Norwac, because the lines are cut." 
had uor been seen since he left If true, the abduction would 
Rashidiyeh Palestinian refugee faise to 23 tbe number of fore- 
camp 80 kilometres south of igners missing and believed kid- 
Beimt Saturday, they said. napped in Lebanon. Some of 

Cools planned to spend the them are thought to be held in 
weekend in west Beirut but had Beirut's southern suburbs, scene 
not been heard of since, his col- of bitter inter-militia fighting for 
leagues said. nearly three weeks. 

Cools, a general practitioner I Q February, gunmen kidnap- 
living at Rashidiyeh. arrived in Ped Norwegian William Joergen- 
Lebanon in early February to sen and Swede Jan Stening, who 
work in villages and Palestinian worked at Rashidiyeh camp for 


camps in the south. 


the United Nations Relief and 


It was not immediately known Works Agency (UNRWA), 
whether he disappeared near tbe They were seized on the south- 
camp in the Tyre area, which is em coastal highway while driving 
under the control of the Amal to Beirut, but were released a 
militia, or on his way to Syrian- 
controlled west Beirut. 

“Due to communications prob- 
lems, nobody realised that Jan 
Cools had disappeared before 
Monday night,” one of his col- 
leagues told Reuters. 

Investigations and a search by 
police have failed to locate him 
and police told Reuters there 
were fears Cools had been kid- 
napped. 

A spokesman at the Belgian 
embassy in Beirut said: “We have 
no clues to give us any hint on his 
whereabouts.” 

“On Saturday at 2 p.m. he left 
a refugee camp in southern Leba- 
non to pick up his mail in Tyre, 
and he didn't arrive there.” said 
Dirk van Duppen, a spokesman 
for Cools's employers. Medicine 
for the Third World, in Antwerp, 

Belgium. 

“At the moment, there's total 
confusion,” van Duppen told 
Reuters by telephone from 
Antwerp. “...It is very difficult to 


month later. 

On March 4, a Briton. Peter 
Coleridge, working for tbe Brit- 
ish relief agency Oxfam. was 
seized in South Lebanon but 
freed after six days. 

These were seen as isolated 
incidents as aid workers, among 
the few Westerners remaining in 
Lebanon, are considered largely 
safe from being kidnapped. 

Cools is a bachelor from Lim- 
burg in northern Belgium. 

Five other Belgians are being 
held in Lebanon. They were 
seized with three other Euro- 
peans last November on a yacht 
off the Israeli-occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

The Fateb Revolutionary 
Council, a Palestinian group led 
by Abu Nidai, has claimed re- 
sponsibility for their abduction, 
alleging that they were spying on 
behalf of Israel. 


Soviets said rea< 
to grant visas tc 
Israeli diplomat 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The since 1967. It has remained there 
Soviet Union has agreed to grant ever since. 

visas to Israeli diplomats for the An official quoted by Reuters 
firat time in 21 years and will issue said the Israeli delegation would 
them after the superpower sum- check the work of the Dutch 


mil m Moscow next week, 
according to Israeli news reports. 

Israel Radio and television and 


embassy in Moscow which has 
represented Israel's interests 
since diplomatic ties were cut. 
The delegation will also visit 


the Maariv daily said the agree- building which housed the 
men! was reached at a meeting Israeli embassy in Moscow until 
between top Israeli and Soviet 29^7 f or w hxch the Zionist 
diplomats this weekend m s tate continues to pay rent, he 


U.N. sets up panel to 
probe Cyprus shooting 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The ' According to a U.N. account 
United Nations has set up a board issued Sunday, the Turkish Cyp- 
of inquiry into shooting incidents riot involyed in. the initial inci- 
in Cyprus last Saturday in which a dent, Moustafa Hussein Kaffa, 

Turkish Cypriot was killed and had repeatedly caused trouble for little and slow,” the official said 
two members of the U.N. peace- Unficyp personnel in Pyla, the of the meetings and declined to 

keeping force (Unficyp) were only inhabited village in the 175- elaborate, 
wounded, a U.N. spokesman said kilometre buffer zone. jb 

Tuesday. When an Austrian lieutenant 

The incidents, inside the U.N.- and a sergeant serving with Un- £ ® 

patrolled buffer zone between the ficyp went to question him Satur- 

Acoording to the reports, the 
Soviets have agreed to allow five 
gated jointly by Unficyp police the officer. The lieutenant fired | Israeli diplomats to travel to Mos- 
and Turkish Cypriot police, the back in self-defence, hitting Kaf- • cow to hand!** rtw> i«uino nf vi«»« 
spokesman said. fa, who died on the way to 


Zurich. 

An Israeli foreign ministry offi- 
cial, reached by telephone, de- 
nied the reports, saying “they are 
oot true.” 

But the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, con- 
firmed that meetings took place 
in Zurich between foreign minis- 
try political advisor Nimrod 
Novick and Vladimir Terrasov, 
the deputy head of the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry’s Middle East 
Department. 

"There was progress, but it’s 
little and slow,” the official said 
of the meetings and declined to 
elaborate. 

The Soviet Union broke di- 
plomatic ties with Israel during 


said. 

Asked if the team would meet 
Jews living in the Soviet Union or 
seek permission for them to emi- 
grate, the official said: “I: is rtet 
something that was in the discus- 
sions.” 

“The most important part is 
the symbolism. It is the firs: 
Israeli official delegation in Mos- 
cow since 1967, just as is the esse 
with the Soviet delegation here." 
the official said. 

“They are not really very busy 
with work, but it's important they 
are here," he added. 


spokesman said. fa, who died on the way to 

“The United Natioas regrets hospital, 
this unfortunate event that re- The officer, shot in the sto- 
sulted in the loss of life to a maefa, was taken to a military 
Turkish Cypriot and in serious hosptial at the British base at 
injuries to two United Natioas Akrotiri. 

soldiers,” the spokesman said in a About an hour after the first 
statement announcing the inves- shooting, an Austrian corporal 


dabora,e - Sudan saws 

The Soviet Union broke di- 

plomatic ties with Israel during 300 

According to the reports, the killed in 
Soviets have agreed to allow five 
Israeli diplomats to travel to Mos- Hiimay 
cow to handle the issuing of visas 

to Soviet Jewish emigrants who KHARTOUM (AP) — The 
are processed through the Dutch Sudanese government said Tues- 
embassy in Moscow. day its forces had overran 12 


None of the reports gave a date ™ e ! P ositions S 

b province near the border with 

for the visit. Htbiopia. killing 300 rebels. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Major General Abdul Jaiil Al 

Shamir told reporters in the Musharaf, commander of the 

northern Israeli town of Yo- fifth infantry division in Kordo- 

qne’am: fan, said that only three govem- 


tigation. 


guarding a camp outside the port 


“In line with standard proce- of Famagusta was hit in the back 
dure, a United Nations board of by a shotgun blast from a passing 
inquiry has been established to- car. 

day to look into this incident in On Sunday Turkish Cypriot 
relation to all relevant Unficyp police were reported to have 
policies, instructions and operat- arrested two men identified as 
mg procedures and to submit its Kaffa ’s son, Cemal Kafa Gursel, 
findings to United Nations head- and his son-in-law, Ali Bazaci. 


northern Israeli town of Yo- 
qne’am: 


“We always wanted to estab- ““ tr °°P s 
lish friendly relations with the fighting that also resulted ui cap- 

Soviet Union because it is one of “““S ± 

the superpowers and also because —°J ““Tews 

Agency’ (SUNA). he said the 


quarters. 


Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 


Hie board is to be beaded by Denktash called Monday for the 
John Scott, a Briton who former- removal of the U.N. force com- 
ly served as deputy to the U.N. mander, Austrian Major-General 
legal counsel. He was expected to Gunther Greindl, bla ming him 
arrive in Cyprus Wednesday. for Kaffa’s death. 
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the superpower, and also beennse ™ ‘News 

of a special reason — millions of . ? .. 

our brethren live there and we A S en ^ ^U^^ L . . 

would want to speak to the Rus- °P erano " h f s ““P* 

sians about tbTfate of Soviet ™ P m ° f l-^ESS 

v. future rebel activities in south 

Kordofan during the approaching 


Last July Moscow sent a consu- 
lar mission to Israel, the first 


rainy season. 

He did not say when exactly tbe 


official Soviet delegation to visit I fighting took place. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Gris School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-1:30 
p.m. 

b:30-Midniehi 

Tel 638968 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Dally 12.30-&3O pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Holiday fon hotel 
Tbwards 3rd circle 



invites you ta _ ' 

a. Special 


■ T* .‘-To •, 


at Al -Sab8 Bar 

Ertert a fr edby 

PoBshDtw .- 

■ v : : :*■ 


EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE WHO NEEV 


MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 

H 

CALL US! ‘ 


■ P.O.Box 92S22S AMMAN 

3 Tel. 604671 fe 




CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

Agents all over the world ^ 
Tel: 664090.660852 

Tbe 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.0. Box 9264B7 
. AMMAN JORDAN- A 







Reagan’s 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — President Ronald 
Reagan vetoed a major trade bill for the second time 
in three years, 2nd the House swiftly countered by 
voting to enact the measure over his objections. 


“I am convinced this biii wilt 
cost jobs and damage our econo- 
mic growth.” Reagan said Tues- 
day in focusing his veto message 
on a provision that would require 
companies to give their em- 
ployees notice of plant closings 
and large-scale layoffs. 

Within hours, the House 
voted. 308-113. to override the 
veto. The margin was well above 
the two-thirds majority required, 
but it was thought unlikely that 
the Senate would go along when it 
considers the override after next 
week's Memorial Day recess. 

Sixty House Republicans de- 
fected’ from the administration 
and voted to override. Only one 
Democrat voted to sustain the 
president. 

Lawmakers said Reagan's ac- 
tion represented the launching of 
a major campaign issue. 

“I happen to think it's- 
a better issue for the Democrats 
than for the Republicans.” said 
House Speaker Jim Wright. The 
Democratic House Ways and 
Means Committee Chairman 
Dan Rosrenkowski asked, “why 
hand it to us on a silver platter.” 


Rising metal markets kindle 


fears of higher inflation 


LONDON <Rj — Fean, of higher 
inflation are being kindled by 
strong base metal prices as min- 
ing companies fail to keep pace 
with buoyant demand. 

“Higher commodity prices 
have a direct impact on inflation 
— they represent actual prices 
that have to be paid — unlike the 
more esoteric measurements of 
shifts in money supply." says 
Shearson Lehman Hutton metal 
analyst Neil Buxton. 

Dollar prices for metals have 
jumped in recent months, but 
dealers noted these were swollen 
by the dollar's slide. Quotes in 
European currencies or the 
Japanese yen rose less steeply. 

Some metal traders remain un- 
convinced that inflation fears are 
justified and say that at current 
prices some metals are at their 
peaks and. regardless of current 
low stocks, prices for future deliv- 
ery could fall. 

"Recent London Meta! Ex- 
change (LME) trading has fea- 
tured huge premiums’ — back- 
wardations in traders' jargon — 
for early delivery as powerful 
trading groups have taken advan- 
tage 01 run-down stocks to make 
metai consumers pay dearly for 
badly needed metals. 

Premiums are acceptable when 
consumer demand is strong and 
low stocks cause a genuine shor- 
tage. But. if a merchant abuses 
his position and “tries to rape the 
market.” the exchange would 
stop it by using wide-ranging 
powers, a senior LME rrader 
said. 

The LME is a major source of 
metal comparable to a big smelter 
or mine/smelter complex and is 
more reliable than most major 
mining companies in maintaining 
supplies. LME traders say. 

Ail LME base metals are now 
in backwardation. Dealers say 
such premiums are expected to 


last for many months in the case 
of copper, aluminium and zinc. 

But. in the case of lead. Shear- 
son forecasts lower prices and a 
move to heavy surplus later this 
year. 

The LME’s flagship copper 
contract has shown a premium for 
more than a year, reflecting supp- 
ly disruptions in key producing 
areas of Africa. Latin America 
and the United States. 

Copper demand has also been 
“strong and stocks are small. LME 
stocks turned higher last week 
but this only reflected how well 
the LME attracts scarce metal 
with high prices. 

Many mines facing strong de- 
mand are working close to full 
capacity, so any disruption or 
drop in the quality of the ore 
being mined can quickly cause a 
hiccup in supplies. 

Recently Chile s copper ore 
had higher amounts of unaccept- 
able impurities such as arsenic 
and this has disrupted or slowed 
refined metal production, traders 
said. 

Nervousness over rising prices 
has had a direct impact on pre- 
vious metals — the traditional 
home for capital investors fearing 
cash will lose its buying power. 

Platinum hit seven-month 
highs recently despite concern, 
officially denied, that South Afri- 
ca might curtail exports to the 
West, 

But base metals have not 
needed such outside reasons to 
justify higher levels. Nickel 
soared to unprecedented and 
whaf even producers consider 
dangerously high and uncompeti- 
tive levels in March. 


Industrial demand for stainless 
steel for purposes such as con- 
struction and road tankers has to 
absorb these higher prices as 
stainless is vital as a non-corro- 
sive metal. 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

1. Three bedrooms, large sitting-dining area, two verandas, 
kitchen, bathroom, W.C.. telephone, central heating, car 
park, full of electrical equipment. 

2. One bedroom, working room, large sitting-dining room, 
kitchen, bathroom, fully carpeted, telephone, cenlral heating, 
full of electrical equipment. 

Location: Opposite Shmeisani Book Shop 
Tel: 601795 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTRUCTOR 
WANTED 

The Royal Jordanian Air Academy has a vacancy tor an English 
language rnstructor 

Applicam should meet the toliowing requirements. 


1. A native speaker of English. 

2. A reaching experience fur no (ess than three years. 

3. Able to use the language laboratory, available at the academy. 

4. Contract duration will be for three months as of July 1. 1988. 

5- The right candidate will have to teach students of the commercial 
aviation course, who are secondary school graduates. 

6. Office hours will be from X,UU am. to 1J.30 p.m. 

The right candidate will be provided with transportation from his house to 
the academy at Amman Civil Airport and back 

Applications should be sent in closed envelopes to the 
chairman of the section panel before June 1, 1988, stating the 
salary, at the following address: 

Chairman of the selection pane], 

Royal Jordanian Air Academy, P.O. Box 6191 Amman. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


Democratic presidential front- 
ninner Michael Dukakis wasted 
no time seizing ir. He called the 
veto "unconsciounable." 

Dukakis said Reagan and Vice 
President George Bush “donT 
understand that for working fami- 
lies who struggle to pay the mort- 
£>a$e. save tor their children's 
education and care for their 
elders, there is nothing more 
painful than losing a job.” 

“Any administration that is 
willing to give General (Manuel) 
Noriega 120 days notice and a 
plea bargain ought to be willing 
to give the American worker 60 
days notice before they are 
thrown our on the street,” Duka- 
kis sard. He referred to a tenta- 
tive deal to drop drug charges 
against the Panamanian military 
leader if he agrees to leave the 
country. 

The House approved the mea- 
sure. 312-107, on April 21. 

Senate majority leader Robert 
Byrd acknowledged that the Sen- 
ate would not override the presi- 
dent when it considers the veto 
early next month, but he scoffed 
at Reagan's request for speedy 


consideration of a stripped-down 
version of the bill. 

A presidential veto can only be 
overriden if both chambers vote 
to do it by rwo-third margins. 

in particular, Reagan objected 
to the plant-closing requirement, 
as well as provisions restricting 
the export of Alaskan oil. White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter said the president would sign a 
new bili that deleted both sec- 


able job” during the three years 
the bili has been under considera- 
tion. 


But Byrd warned that it will be 
“extremely difficult" for a new 
bill to wend its way through the 
chamber's complex procedures 
before its Oct. 8 adjoumament. 
“Anybody who thinks that can be 
done in the Senate is simply 
naive.” he said. 

Senate Republican leader Bob 
Dole of Kansas predicted that not 
only will the veto be sustained in 
the Senate, but a cleaner version 
will become law. 

"There's enough time. If the 
House sends us a trade bill and 
says “take it or leave it/ I think 
we'll take it,” he said. 

Reagan pledged to work for a 
new bill, saying, "I am committed 
to enactment of a responsible 
trade bill this year.” 

In his conciliatory message to 
Congress, he said he acted “writh 
sincere regret” and lauded the 
members for doing a “remark- 


Asiaas welcome veto 
Asian nations welcomed presi- 
dent Reagan’s veto of the U.S. 
trade bill, but said Wednesday 
they still feared an outbreak of 
American protectionism next 
year, 

“The president’s action clearly 
shows his opposition to protec- 
tionism," Japanese Trade and In- 
dustry Minister Hajime Tamura 
said. 


Both he and Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita told reporters 
they were hopeful the veto would 
be upheld by the U.S. Congress. 

Asian businessmen and eco- 
nomists said they are afraid an 
even more protectionist bill might 
be passed next year, after Reagan 
left office. 

Asia's economically robust 
economies — Japan, South 
Korea. Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Singapore — feel particularly 
vulnerable to U.S. protectionist 
pressure because they are all run- 
ning trade surplus with 
Washington. 

“Reagan's veto of the U.S. 
trade bill is good news for the 
N7CS (newly industrialising coun- 
tries) and it will mean there will 
be less pressure on us,” said G. 


Ramachandran, President of 
Singapore’s Federation of Cham- 
ber" of Commerce and Industry. 

But he added, “the pressure 
will not be off because nobody 
can predict what the new admi- 
nistration will do.” 

Fears of an even more protec- 
tionist trade bill next year have 
been fanned by the lead Dukakis 
enjoys in U.S. opinion polls. The 
Democrats are generally per- 
ceived in Asia as being more 
protectionist than the Republi- 
cans. 

“Protectionism will remain un- 
til the United States cuts its trade 
deficit to an extent that they feel 
satisfleld,” said Vincent Siew. 
director of Taiwan's Board of 
Foreign Trade. 

Although the U.S. deficit 
showed a surprisingly large drop 
of more than S4 billion in March, 
economists fear the improved 
performance cannot be sustained 
because the robust American 
economy is still sucking in im- 
ports. 

“We welcome President 
Reagan's veto of the trade bill.” a 
South Korean trade official said. 
“But the U.S. trade pressure will 
not be eased." 

“The United States is likely to 
continue to press us to open our 
market to agricultural goods and 
their services and to revalue the 
(Korean) woo against the dollar 


faster," he said. 

Some Hong Kong businessmen 
and officials said they were afraid 
a revised version of the trade bili 
may put heavy restrictions on 
textile exports, the colony’s most 
important industry. 

“The public debate and emo- 
tion generated by the veto might 
breathe new life into the textiles 
bill which would be a very unwel- 
come development as far as Hong 
Kong is concerned,” said Hamish 
MacLeod, Hong Kong’s secretary 
for trade and industry. 

Asian economists and policy- 
makers also expressed dis- 
appointment that Reagan vetoed 
the bill mainly for domestic 
reasons, and not for the protec- 
tionist clauses they say the legisla- 
tion is peppered with. 
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One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.8650/60 

1.2412/22 

1.7019/24 

1.906(V70 

1.4210/20 

35.46/51 

5.7460/90 

1263/1264 

124.35/45 

5.9110/60 

6.1850/1900 

6.4770/4830 

452.00/453.25 


U.S. dollar . 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire. , 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars- - 


The big bone of contention 
between the administration and 
Congress was a provision that had 
nothing to do with trade — it was 
a clause requiring businesses to 
give workers 60 days advance 
notice of plant shutdowns. 

“The factory closing provision 
was the reason (for the veto),” 
Takeshita said. 

"Currently the problem is 
domestic, but once negotiations 
(between the White House and 
Congress) start, problems of in- 
terest to Japan will come out.” he 
noted. 


Study urges cutting farm subsidies 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. trade deficit would be re- 
duced by about S42 billion, or 
over one-quarter, if countries fol- 
lowed a Reagan administration 
plan to scrap all farm subsidies 
and trade barriers, according to a 
new study. 

The study by 20 economists in 
five countries also estimates that 
global farm reform would create 
up to three million new jobs in 
the European Community and 
increase real earnings in develop- 


ing countries by $26 billion. 

Japanese workers' earnings 
would rise by 2.5 per cent and 
rural land prices there would 
plummet 68 per cent if trade- 
distorting farm subsidies were 
curtailed, it said. 

The study was managed by the 
Centre for International Econo- 
mics. a private economic research 
agency in Canberra, Australia. 

The ten papers included in the 
study will be released at a confer- 
ence here later this week spon- 


sored by the Australian centre 
and the American Enterprise In- 
stitute, a Washington-based pub- 
lic policy research organisation. 


Andy Stoeckel, director of the 
Centre for International Econo- 
mics, said the project stemmed 
from the authors' belief that 
multilateral efforts to negotiate a 
reduction in trade-distorting farm 
subsidies are at an impasse. 

“The reason for the lack of 
reform lies in the lack of political 


wiii by governments to tackle the 
issue.” the study said. 

"The weight of evidence on the 
costs of agricultural policies has 
not .yet convinced people to de- 
mand reform from their govern- 
ments.” it said. 

In an interview, Stoeckel criti- 
cised U.S. trade negotiators for 
failing to build political support 
for the administration’s farm re- 
form proposal before the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 


Cyprus plans economic reforms 


NICOSIA (R) — A new Cypriot 
government plans wide-ranging 
economic changes to deal with 
problems of high foreign debt and 
increased competition resulting 
from a customs union pact with 
the European Community (EC). 

“There are so many things we 
have to do now which are drama- 
tic,” Finance Minister George 
Syrimis told reporters. 

"It's a turning point.” he said. 
“Unless we make certain changes 
and we introduce new technolo- 
gy , then it will be very difficult for 
us to compete with EC business.” 

He said President George Vas- 
rsiiiou^s government, elected in 
February, aimed to restructure 
taxation, give incentives to indus- 
try to modernise, reduce public 
expenditure and streamline the 
civil service. 

It will also try to promote 
offshore and service sectors as it 


reforms the economy to try to 
compete with the EC under the 
customs accord, which took effect 
on Jan. 1 

Vassiliou is a millionaire en- 
trepreneur who built a one-man 
market research firm into a multi- 
national operation and was 
elected with left-wing backing. 

He wants Cyprus to become a 
regional offshore financial centre. 

Compared with most develop- 
ing countries, the island has a 
high standard of living. Syrimis 
put per capita income at about 
$7,000 — much of it dependent 
on tourism. 

Visitors brought in record re- 
ceipts of $706 million in 1987 
compared with $565 million in 
1986, according to the central 
bank. 

Syrimis said this income had 
kept the servicing ratio on debts 
of around 52.5 billion at a low 13 


per cent. 

Strong exports and expanding 
offshore business also helped a 
current account surplus estimated 
by the central bank at SI 10 mil- 
lion in 1987, compared with de- 
ficits of $S million in 1986 
and $220 million ki 1985. 

But Syrimis said controlling the 
debt was one of his most serious 
problems when he took office. 

And with major development 
plans in the pipeline, including 
airport, port and road improve- 
ments and new hospitals and wa- 
ter works, economists said it was 
unlikely that the debt could be 
cut easily. 

“The implication is that in the 
short run there will be moie 
borrowing and the measures the 

government is taking will take 
some time to be effective," said 
Planning Bureau Director Sy- 
meon Matsis. 


Livestock co. 
boosts profit 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Stocks closed sharply higher before the May 
mini-budget, with the market reaching its highest level since last 
October. The All Ordinaries Index closed 20 points higher at 

I, 489.7. 

TOKYO — Share prices closed higher in active trade; with market 
sentiment boosted by Wall Street’s rebound overnight. The 
Nikkei Index rose 130.99 to 27.4 43.65. 

HONG KONG — Share prices closed steady but off their early 
highs in moderately active trading. The Hang Seng Index rose 

II. 82 to 2,528.00. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed moderately higher ewer- a broad 
front on speculative buying support and bargain-hunting folloyt 
ing gains on Wall Street overnight and in Tokyo. Toe Strand 
Tunes Industrial Index rose 12.4 to 969.42. 

BOMBAY — Heavy speculative buying spurred by encouraging 
corporate news halted a two-day decline in share prices. Tala 
Steel rose 10 rupees to 733.75. 

FRANKFURT — Prices dosed a quiet bourse sharply higher, with 
banks leading the way up after overnight gams on WaJI Street. 
The Commerzbank Index, calculated at mid-session, rose 15.4 to 
1.341.1. 

ZURICH — Prices closed steady in moderately active trading, 
buoyed by the overnight gain on Wall Street and a slightly firmer 
dollar. The Swiss Bank rose 6-5 to 806.6. 

PARIS — Prices opened the main floor session strongly higher in 
brisk trading inspired by Finance Minister Pierre Beregovoy's 
optimism on interest rate cuts. 

LONDON — Investors took profits after an initial speculative 
surge, paring down an early gain in the FTSE 100 index. At 1447 
GIVtT the index was up 4.7 at 1,787.6. 

NEW YORK — Stocks were higher over a broad front in morning 
trading but were easing back from early gains, with traders 
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cautious before Thursday’s gross national product revision. The 
Dow was up 12 at 3,974. 


Tunisian tourism booms 


By Shall Nicholas 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Livestock and 
Poultry Company (LPC) in- 
creased sales during 1987 and 
managed to post a 30 per cent 
higher net profit. 

Although the company will not 
be distributing dividends as it did 
in 1986, when it gave JD 48.490 
to shareholders. LPC boosted net 
profit to JD 94,577 after it re- 
corded JD 61,773 in the previous 
year. 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia is enjoying 
a tourist boom, but one of the 
country's worst droughts and locust 
plagues in decades is clouding the 
economic outlook. 


experts say. 

North Africa’s worst loci 
plague for 30 years has affect 
crops to a lesser extent th 
drought in Tunisia. Some 200.C 


More people than ever are hectares (500,000 acres) have bo 
visiting Tunisia this year and esti- treated with insecticide. 


The sales figure climbed from 
JD 1 ,169.947 ro JD 1, 350.378. 


EC, Comecon to sign accord in June 


The company's 1987 total 
assets/liabilities stood at JD 
1,524.857 compared with JD 
1,363,335 at the end of 1986. The 
major items of the balance sheet 
were: 


BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) — 
The European Community (EC) 
and Comecon, the communist 
trade bloc, will sign an accord, 
most likely in Brussels on June 
24, formalising their relations, an 
EC spokesman said Tuesday. 

The agreement will be initial- 
led in Moscow on June 9, the 
spokesman said. U will then be 


1) Total net fixed assets of JD 
475.180; 


officially approved by EC foreign 
ministers in Luxembourg on June 
14. 


The agreement will mark the 
first time the Soviet-led Com- 
econ, the Council for Mutual 
Economic Assistance, officially 
recognises the 31 -year-old EC. 

Talks between the EC and the 


Comecon nations — Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia. East Germany, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, 
Soviet Union. Mongolia. Viet- 
nam and Cuba — began in 
September 1986. 


- — BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 

MAYFAIR 

May 27, 1988 

Annual Fair to be held in trie gardens of the residence of H.E. 
The British Ambassador. 

From 1 1 .00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

Grand Raffle-Children's games-Handicrahs 
Fun for alt the family. 

All proceeds are donated to local charities. 


LACOST benetton 
adidas NIKE boss 


But they stalled on Co mecon's | 
refusal to recognise West Berlin I 
as part of the EC. The problem j 
was solved with the inclusion of a j 
territorial clause in the final ! 
agreement that tacitly declares i 
West 'Berlin to be part of the 
EC. 

Bur at the same time. Comecon i 
will make a statement reaffirming 
the validity of s.^arate agree-! 
menis on Berlin signed by the 
four powers after World War II. 

The agreement of mutual rec- 
ognition will, in the EC's view’, 
make it easier for Western 
Europe to sign bilateral trade 
accords with East European na- 
tions. 


2) Investments in shares and 
stocks valued at JD 451,273; 

3) Current assets of JD 515,281; 

4) Capital of JD 969,795; 

5| Current liabilities of JD 
353,659. 


maces for 1988 foreign currency 
receipts from tourism have been 
revised upwards from budget pre- 
dictions. 

Tourism is now expected to 
earn 650 million dinars ($785 
million] compared with 575 mil- 
lion dinars ($695 million) pre- 
dicted in the budget, according to 
secretary of state for tourism 
.Ahmed Smaoui. 

But economic growth is still 
expected to slow in 1988 partly 
because of the badly hit agricultu- 
ral sector and gross domestic pro- 
duct is forecast to grow by 2.5 per 
cetrt after 5.5 per cent last year. 

drought has spelled disaster 
for the cereal harvest which is 
expected to yield only between 
300,000 and 400,000 tonnes after 
1.9 million tonnes last year, 
according to agriculture ministry 
estimates. 

Olive oil production is also 
expected to be slashed to about 
one-third its annual average of 
some 100,000 tonnes, agricultural 


The poor agricultural perfon 
ance has made tourism even me 
vital, especially as the countr 
oil reserves dwindle. A modi 
oil exporter, Tunisia is forecast 
become a net importer in 199 
Tourism netted about 500 m 
lion dinars ($600 million) U 
year after a slump in 1986 caus< 
in part by Middle East-relati 
violence. 


A fail in the value of the die 
against major European a 
other currencies has made he 
days in Tunisia cheaper and ovt 
night stays are up 30 per cent 
the first four months of this.yc 
compared with 1987, Smac 
says. 


Among the tourists are Libya 
profiting from last Decembe; 
renewal of diplomatic ties. Th( 
free-spending has been like 
breath of oxygen to the tour 
industry, particularly in tl 
south, according to one Tunis! 
banker. 


Swiss selling depresses gold price 


LONDON (R) — The price of 
gold fell in midday trading 
Wednesday as dealers reported 
major selling in Switzerland. 

The selling followed a slide in 
the price of gold options — con- 
tracts which allow the holder to 
buy or sell the metai at a fixed 
price. Because it costs less to buy 
an option for gold than to buy the 
gold itself, option prices often 
move volatileiy. 

The dollar was steady and 
shares around the world hardly 
moved. 


Dealers had warned that the 
recent rally in gold prices night 
not be sustainable. 

“There is a lot of bullion float- 
ing around in the spot market, 
which could make a farther rise 
difficult.” a Zurich precious met- 
als tTader said. 

Gold started climbing last week 
on worries that rising soybean 
prices in the United States would 
push up the rate of inflation. 

It got another boost in Asian 
trading Wednesday when sharp 
gains there in rubber, platinum, 
soybean and cocoon (raw silk) 


prices unsettled investors. 

The price of bullion was fix' 
in London at $458.35 an oun 
Wednesday morning, up $1. 
from Tuesday afternoon's fixic 
but by midday it fell as low 
$452 before steadying at arouj 
$4 34. 

Platinum prices have a) 
climbed. Many investors look ■ 
it, like gold, as a good buy wb 
rising inflation threatens to era 
the value of cash or securitie 


Platinum prices were -up abo 
$10 an ounce, trading just befc 
$580. 6 J 


Wide variety & best quality & low prices 

T. shirts Shirts. Shorts jogging -suits. Socks etc. 

Open daily from 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

Fridays from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 
8th Circle Bayader Wadi Seer. Main Street opp. 
the mosque Tel: 823485 


On the first floor overlook- 
ing a street, consisting of 3 
bedrooms, two salons, two 
bathrooms, several alumi- 
nium verandas, separate 
central heating, garage, 
with a front garden. 

The Hat is in a two-storey 
building consisting of four 
fiats. 


FLAT FOR RENT 


FLAT FOR RENT 




*1 


Modem three bedroom-flat in a quiet villa, independent 
entrance, with salon, sitting and dining rooms, a maid's 
room. 2 bathrooms. 3 verandas, central heating, tele- 
phone, garage. * 

Location: Shmeisani, near Haya Arts Centre 


Call Tel: 663227 


Please call: Tel: 662537 


Cinema 


Tel: 6774201 f Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


rainbow 



Tel: 675573 

«Fw rneriy Opera » 


Cinema 


T^REE MEN 

AND A BABY 




BJ <*k. > ..«• 


Performance* V.W.mw jt.SV Irt.HI 





Performed* T IS. * »■ l0 »*' 
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SAN DIEGO (R^ — TTie America's Cup defenders Tuesday 
urtveifed-’^tars and Stripes.*' thefrcootf oversia! catamaran, with a 
flcfanshr of coaHneFcratisra rather -than patriotism. . - - 

Tne answer fo;New" Zealand's giant mbnohulled challenge and the 
target of an ongoing legal battle a ' the San Diego Yacht Club’s 
twin-hull, 60 foot. (183m)-xatariianin with a- space-age solid wing 
mast., '.. J.'. 

The; mast 'or wing sail rig is 90 feet (27.4m) high and is the 
approximate size of a Boeing 757 Jet wing, with a base of 23 feet 
. (7.0m) tapering tp -a tip of four feet (l-2m). 

‘ The wing-mast was boilr by 'the same company that designed the 
voyager airplane which made a non-stop ar min d- the- world flight 
early last year. • 

“That doesn't look like an America's Cup boat,” said one. veteran 
yachting reporter’ used" to the sle'ekMZ-metre yachts of America’s 
Pips 'past. 

The heavy air of com me rci a lisrn at the unveiling made dear that 
the America’s Cup, once considered a "gentleman’s race between 
yacht clubs, has become a multi-million dollar show. 

. Sponsors' names were plastered over the Stars and Stripes* hulls. 
- Dozens of banners waved around the boat yard — not in red. white 
and bine in honour of the American flag for which the vessel was 
named, but m the red and white colours of a cigarette company. 
—A brass bund played another sponsor's commercial jingle. 

Skipper Dennis Conner and a crew of five plan to pul the 
catamaran on the water for the first time Wednesday. 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MAY 26. 1988 

S HOROSCOPE 


GENERAL TENDENCIES! You 
can make some great forward 
strides in business by contacting an 
associate with whom tod have dealt 
successfully in Lhe past. This is a 
good day to experiment with some 
new types of amusement. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 Yon 
can reach a better understanding 
with associates through quiet 
discussion. Don't bother a superior . 
who .is haring some problems. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Some creative work yon are 
presently involved with can be im- 
proved with the aid of a co-worker. 
Stay at home and rest tonight. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 211 
Plan a recreational activity with 
your mate, but make sure you stay 
within your budget. This should be 

- a very memorable day for you. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Do somriking at home this 
morning which will bring greater, 
harmony to your family. Try to put 
more money sway for a rainy day. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Try to 
be more cooperative with those 

- people you see on a daily basis. In 
any letters you write, add a plea- 
sant compliment or two. 

■ VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Put 
aside recreation for a while, and, 


From lhe Canon Rt^rter institute 

NCIE& You gain pleasure Irom accomplishing 
sat forward something really worthwhile. Be 
ontacting an. very cautious while driving, 
m have dealt LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OeL 22) Your 
at. This is a judgment is very good now. so 
It with some don't allow anyone to sway you r 

opinions. A friend who is in a tight 


Bilbeisi expects tough 
challenge in Friday’s hill climb 

By Rania Atalla 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Tal A1 Rumman hill climb, the fourth in a series of 
ten events comprising the 1988 Jordan National Car Rally Cham- 
pionship, kicks-off Friday with “tough competitors" challenging last 
year's hill climb champion Amr Bilbeisi. 

“1 expect a lot more competition in this year's hill climb.” Bilbeisi 
told the Jordan Times Wednesday. “The improved conditions of the 
road; participants' increasing familiarity with the road, and better 
preparation by drivers” make this year’s competition tougher than 
last year's, Bilbeisi said. 

“1 expect most competition from Hani Bisharat.'* Bilbeisi said, 
referring to the last year's national rally champion. “He's very fast, 
judging from his time in previous rallies,” he said. 

Other competitors challenging Bilbeisi's title include His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah, Issa Halabi and Haytham Mufti, accord- 
ing to Bilbeisi. “During practice on Wednesday, Bisharat and I had 
the same timing. 1 think it will be very close this time,” the champion 
added. 

Last year in his Open Manta 400, Bilbeisi broke the two minute 21 
seconds record set 20 years ago by His Majesty King Hussein. He 
finished the 3-kilometre up-hill route in two minutes, sixteen seconds 
and 87 hundredth of a second. 

Practically anyone can participate in Friday's hill climb since there 
are “no specifications” for cars that are driven, according to Samia 
Mondo, press officer for rallies organised by the Royal Automobile 
Cub of Jordan. 

Mondo told the Jordan Times that participants can drive the same 
car in Friday's morning and afternoon sessions, adding that the best 
time of the two sessions will be recorded in calculating the final 
results. 

Friday's hill climb takes participants 300 metres from top to 
bottom, through 27 curves, with the longest stretch measuring ISO 
metres. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


spot needs your assistance. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 211 
Plan your activities in advance in- 
stead of rushing around from one 
place to another. If you need some 
advice. an appointment first. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Don’t get involved in a financial 
manor which iB not on the up-ond- 
np. Stole your aims honestly and 
directly, and get the help you need. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Your ideas and judgment are not at 
their best today, so don't make any 
important decisions. Forget about 
socializing this evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Yonr ideas are likely to be quite 
good today, so write them down for 
future reference. Put aside your 
fears and forge, ahead. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) An 
expert in business can help yon to 
better understand bow to improve 
your efficiency. Avoid a friend who 
is looking for a scapegoat 



“I got a new credit card to help 
us control our spending. It’s eight 
feet tall and made of granite." 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAY 27, 1988 


GENERAL-' TENDENCIES: 
Many surprising events are likely 
to take place between individuals 
and groups today which will have 
a- p rofound effect on the future. 
■Keep yonr eyes open for oppor- 
tunities to advanen quickly. 

ARJES (Min’, 2f to Apt. IB) CMc 
mailers may be confusing today, 
-but don't let this put yon in a bad 
■* hdxtbr. 'Be optimistic in all your 
. dimKngtt today and tonight.' 

,- r TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Yonr work .load has been getting 
progressively larger and mare dif- 
ficult, hot yob' may soon be pro- 
vided with wane assist mica. 

■ GEMINI (May 21 io June 21) 
You may want to change some con- 
ditions at home, bat yon would be 
wise to do this slowly. Try to bo 
more considerate .of your mate. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
. JnL 21) Stsy Kroond only those per- 
sons whose views are progressive 
. and dynamic. This would ba a good 
time to visit your relatives. 

LEO - (JnL 22 to Ang. 2D Be very 
cautious about what yuu say or 
write today, os a wrong wonlcoukt 
gat you in hot water. Patronize 
some. good and worthy cause, 

yuoo lAsg. 22 to SepL 22) You 
can find a way to i mprove your in- 


come by look i ng through news- 
papers or periodicals. Spend some 
time revising your budget tonight. 

UBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Great 
care in motion of any kind is essen- 
tial today, ss you are unusually 

probe to acckkaitk Try to.estabiish 
more harmony with co-workers. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) An 
opportunity to profit considerably 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one teller to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
4, by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Don't worry— I'm using 
y> red golt balls _ 
< * r 


wiU be present today, so stay alert. 
Loafing around wifi put you in a 


bed mood, so kea 
SAGITTARIUS 


1 put you in a 
active. 

Nov. 22 to Dec. 


21) Your energy is not being used 
constructively, and you are losing 
mound as a rrindt. A new friend can 
be very inspirational to you. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Listen to what your mate has to 
say, as this_penoo's ideas may be 
very profitable right now. Don't 
waste any time daydreaming. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Group social activities can be very 
rew ardin g at this time. Don’t take 
criticism from a friend personalty, 
as it was meant constructively. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A 
superior can give you tbs support 
you need for a new protect, but only 
if you use tact and diplomacy. 
Don't take any risks while driving. 


POCHE 
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DUGAR 


STABEK 


ACCUST 



Map to Tal AJ Rumman Hill dimb 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

1 1967 Tnoune ItofUi SeniCM. Inc. 


SWAP A RUFF 


North -South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 A 8 6 S 
7 Q 

A 8 7 6 5 2 

♦ J 4 

WEST EAST 

4 J 9 3 4 10 7 

^ A 9 2 *? J 7 6 4 

C- K 3 0 Q 10 9 

4 K Q 10 9 6 *8732 

SOUTH 
4 K Q 4 2 
? K 10 8 5 3 
v J 4 

* AS 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

17 2 * Dbl Pass 

2 4 Pass 4 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

This hand is from a major team 
event in New York. Both declarers 
missed a pretty line that would have 
landed their contract. 

North's double of two dubs was 
“negative"— for takeout, not pen- 
alties. He showed a fine apprecia- 
tion of the power of his two aces, 
honor in partner’s first suit and dis- 
tribution when he spurned a pusil- 
lanimous bid .of three spades in 
favor of the jump to game. 

Declarer won the 'opening dab 


lead and returned a heart. West rose 
with the ace, cashed the queen of 
clubs and shifted to a trump, won in 
hand with the queen. When declarer 
now ducked a diamond to East, the 
defenders found the resourceful de- 
fense of giving declarer a ruff-slufT 
with a club return Both declarers 
ruffed in hand, cashed the spade 
king followed by the ace of dia- 
monds, and tried to set up the dia- 
mond suit with a ruff. West's 
overruff was the setting trick. 

We feel sure that our eagle-eyed 
readers will have spotted declarer's 
error. Instead of ruffing the club in 
his hand, declarer should have 
trumped in dummy while discarding 
a diamond from the closed hand! 
All that is left to do then is to ruff a 
diamond low and, when both de- 
fenders follow, the contract is home 
if trumps behave. Declarer pulls the 
outstanding trumps in two rounds, 
ending in dummy, cashes the ace of 
diamonds to draw the last diamond 
from the defenders, and scores the 
table's three long cards in the suit 
for his contract. 

There are a number of situations 
where declarer can profitably trans- 
fer his ruff from one suit to another. 
Surprisingly, they are very difficult 
to spot at the table, and even experts 
frequently err on those occasions. 


FRENCH OPEN TENNIS 


Mandlikova bows to 
Fulco in 2nd round 

PARIS (AP) — Bettina Fulco of Argentina knocked 
out eight-seeded Hana Mandlikova and Marta 
Strandlund of Sweden upset No. 12 Raffaela Reggi 
Wednesday as second-round play began m the 
French Open. 

The upset wave did not reach top-seeded Steffi Graf and men's No. 
3 seed Mats Wilander, who were among favourites who romped to 
easy victories. 

Graf cruised past Ronnie Reis of the United States 6-1, 6-0. 
Wilander beat Francisco Yunis of Argentina 6-2, 6-3. 6-1, women’s 
fourth seed Gabriela Sabatini defeated Karen Schimper of South 
Africa 6-3, 6-0. No. 5 Manuela Maleeva whipped Linda Fernando of 
Italy 6-0, 6-2, and No. 7 Claudia Kohde-Kilsch defeated Federica 
Bonsignori of Italy 6-4. 6-0. 

On a day when eight seeded men's players and all 14 surviving 
women's seeds were in action in second-round matches, the 
19-year-old Fulco took advantage of ragged play by Mandlikova to 
win 6-3. 6-4. 

Mandlikova, a Czechoslovakian-born Australian, said she was 
having trouble regaining her form and concentration after losing two 
and a half months to a hamstring injury. 

She was up 4-2 in the first set. and leading 40-15 on serve when a 
backhand passing shot by Fulco that end line was called in. 

“After that, she played very well. She ptayed to win the match.” 
said Mandlikova, winner of the 1981 French Open and three other 
Grand Slam titles. 

"I think that was the main point of the match.” Fulco agreed. “I 
played well and my passing shots were very good. But she missed too 
many easy points and the top 10 players usually don't.” 

Reggi, who made it to the French Open quarterfinals last year, 
won the first set against the 18-year-old Strandlund. ranked 216th in 
the world, before the match turned. Strandlund finished her Italian 
opponent off 3-6, 6-1, 6-3. 

Zvereva beats Field 

In other matches, women's 13th seed Natalia Zvereva of the Soviet 
Union defeated Louise Field of Australia 6-2. 6-0, 14th seed Sandra 
Cecchini crushed Jana Popsilova of Czechoslovakia 6-1. 6-0, and 
Guillermo Perez-Roldan. the men's No. 14. downed Tore Meinecke 
of West Germany, 6-2, 6-2. 6-0. 

Third-ranked Chris Evert faced Barbara Romano of Italy in a 
second-round match Wednesday, while No. 2 Martina Navratilova 
was matched against Hellas Ter Riet of The Netherlands. 

Otiier men's seeds who advanced Tuesday and went back in action 
Wednesday included No. 2 Stefan Edberg against Arnaud Boetsch of 
France, No. 8 Tim Mayotte against Magnus Gustafsson of Sweden. 

In women's play, Lori McNeil beat Elly Hakami of the United 
States 6-3, 6-2, Svereva defeated Laura Golarsa of Italy 7-6, 6-0, and 
Sylvia Hanika defeated Claudia Porwik of West Germany 6-1. 6-3. 

Nystrom fells Jarryd 

The only seeded player upset Tuesday was No. 10 Anders Jarryd, 
who fell to clay-court specialist Joakim Nystrom of Sweden. 64, 7-5, 
6-1. But Mary Joe Fernandez, the 16th-seeded woman, was forced to 
withdraw just before her match because of injury. 

Edberg lost his first set Tuesday to Karel Novacek of Czechoslova- 
kia before fighting back to a 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 victory. Mayotte 
handed Carl Limberger of Australia 6-1, 6-1, 64. 

Top-ranked Ivan Lendl thinks that if he weren't on a winning 
streak he might have better luck in the French Open. 

“Every time I've won a Grand Slam, I’ve had a loss before it," 
Lendl said after winning his opening-round match Tuesday over 
Philippe Pecb of France, 6-0, 6-3, 64. “If you want to be 
superstitious, you could say I wish I had a loss before this 
tournament." 


WHAT THE 
COMPULSIVE GOLFER 
WAS. 


Peanuts 
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World News 



Moscow says 13,310 Soviet 


soldiers kOled in Afghan war 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The Soviet Union said 
Wednesday it had lost 13,310 dead in the eight-year 
war in Afghanistan. 


It said 35.478 soldiers wounded 
and 311 missing ir< action by the 
beginning of this month. 

The first official casualty fi- 
gures issued in Mosocw on the 
war were read to a news confer- 
ence by General Alexei Lizichev, 
chief of the aimed forces political 
directorate. 

“There are casualties in any 
conflict." Lizichev said. “Our sol- 
diers are returning home with 
their heads held high after car- 
rying out their internationalist 
duty to help the Afghan people." 

The general told the news con- 
ference his figures, which he said 
covered the period up to early 
May on the eve of the start of the 
Soviet military withdrawal, “are 
absolutely correct." 

Lizichev said the pull-out, 
agreed under international 


accords signed in Geneva last 
month, "is being carried out un- 
swervingly by the Soviet side." 

He said by Wednesday, 10 days 
after the withdrawal began, 9,500 
men had left bringing 1,000 
pieces of military equipment. But 
he declined four times to provide 
figures for the total Soviet force 
in Afghanistan. 

“We will continue to withdraw 
and those who try to hinder us by 
force of arms will be decisively 
crushed," the general declared in 
a reference to the Afghan Mu- 
jahedeen who have pledged to 
attack Soviet pullout columns. 

Lizichev said that half of what 
Moscow calls its “limited military 
contingent" would have left 
Afghanistan by August 15. as 
provided for in the United Na- 
tions-medjated accords. 


But first deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yuli Vorontsov, also addres- 
sing the news conference, hinted 
Moscow might reconsider the dis- 
position of its troops if Pakistan 
continued what he called gross 
violations of the agreements. 

Vorontsov, the Kremlin's top 
negotiator on Afghanistan, said 
P akistan was allowing the guerril- 
las to continue to use its as a base 
for military operations by what he 
called the ^‘fanatical fun- 
damentalist" groups in Peshawar. 

“If the Geneva agreements are 
not carried out by the Pakistani 
side,” he declared, “then we will 
react as the situation demands." 

Pressed to elaborate, be added: 
“We expect an explanation and 
correcting action from the Pakis- 
tani side. If these are not forth- 
coming, we may have to call 
another news conference like this 
one to say what our reaction will 
be." 

Mujahedeen forces fired rock- 


ets into Kabul for the second day 
running Tuesday and Kabul 
Radio also reported similar 
attacks in two provinces. 

At least two men were killed, 
several people wounded, and 
buildings damaged by rockets 
that crashed into the Afghan 
capital's districts of Darulaman 
and Dehdana. 


Western diplomats based in 
Islamabad said that the insur- 
gents have harassed departing 
Soviet convoys and overrun a 
string of bases defended only by 
Afghan soldiers. 



Soviet combat vehicles and troops cross back into the Soviet Union from Afghanistan at Termez 


60 injured, 43 arrested 
in Chinese soccer riot 


BEIJING (AP) — More than 
a thousand soccer fans stoned 


Damaged British 
ferry docked 


DUNKIRK. France (R) — A 
Brirish channel freight ferry 
swept by fire that killed one 
crewman and seriously burned 
another Monday night was towed 
into Dunkirk harbour late Tues- 
day. port officials said. 

They said the Seafreight Ferry 
had been towed by a tug on loan 
to the French navy from where it 
was stranded some 44.8 
kilometres east of the English 
port of Ramsgate. 

Hie ship will be examined by 
French maritime experts 
Wednesday, officials said. 

The fire aboard the Seafreight 
Ferry was brought under control 
early Tuesday after an interna- 
tional air-sea’ rescue operation 
with ships and helicopters was 
launched from Britain, France 
and Belgium. 


police and players and looted a 
hotel and police station after 
police detained one unruly fan, 
an official report said Wednes- 
day. More than 60 police were 
reported injured. 

' Police arrested 43 people dur- 
ing the violence that began Mon- 
day and continued through Tues- 
day morning in the southwestern 
town of Nanchong in Sichuan 
province, the Sports News said. 

It said 13 of the police were 
seriously injured, but did not say 
how many fans were hurt. 


The incident appeared symp- 
tomatic of growing violence in 
Chinese society in the past few 
years. One the one hand, official 
control over people's lives have 
relaxed somewhat, but frustra- 
tions have risen because incomes 
have not soared as quickly as 
expected. 


Sports News said the riot began 
at 6:45 p.m. (0945 GMT) when 
several fans jumped into the field 
to protest the referee's calls at the 


Mexican oil tank fire 
forces thousands to flee 


CHIHUAHUA, Mexico (AP) — 
Fire broke out at an oil tank 
farm, forcing thousands to evacu- 
ate populated neighbourhoods 
and threatening to ignite millions 
of gallons of gasoline before it 
was tamed. 

No deaths were reported, the 
International Red Cross said. 

At least 20,000 Mexicans fled 
their homes and one estimate said 
200,000 were evacuated after the 
explosion and fire Tuesday at the 
farm of 15 storage tanks belong- 
ing to the state oil monopoly 
Pemex. 

Pemex headquarters in Mexico 
City said the tank, capable of 
holding 30,000 barrels, or about 
4.8 million litres (1.26 million 
gallons), exploded at mid-morn- 
ing. Fire and smoke soared more 
than 45 metres (150 feet). 

The government news agency 
Notimex quoted a fire depart- 
ment report as saying the cause of 
the fire was leaking gas ignited by 
a spark. 

Notimex said the burning tank 
contained a light-grade pet- 
roleum and the other. 14 held 
gasoline. Four of the nearby 
tanks were “very close" to the 


burning tank, the news agency 
said. 

Chihuahua state government 
spokesman Alfonso Sanchez Gal- 
lo said the only injuries were 
among a handful of more than 
300 firefighters, some of whom 
suffered light bums. 

“Everything is perfectly con- 
trolled and there is no risk that 
the fire might spread to other 
tanks,” he said. 


Sanchez G allot said the fire- 
fighters were draining the burn- 
ing tank from beneath until the 
fire died out. 


The news agency quoted Mario 
Perez, commander of the local 
fire department, as saying that 
soldiers, police and volunteers 
evacuated tens of thousands of 
people from a two-mile radius 
around the plant. 

Later, Notimex gave its own 
estimate of 200,000 people evacu- 
ated. 

Red Cross radio dispatcher 
Olga Rojo said efforts to control 
the blaze were hampered by a 
scarcity of water. Much of north- 
ern Mexico is suffering from 
drought this season. 


Jurists hear 1932-1933 
Ukraine famine case 


BRUSSELS (AP) — A panel of 
seven international jurists heard 
allegations Tuesday that the 
Soviet Union starved millions of 
Ukrainians in the 1930s to break 
their resistance. 

The jurists comprised the In- 
ternational Commission of In- 
quiry into the Famine in Ukraine 
1932-1933. 

They were called together by 
the Canadian-based world con- 
gress of Free Ukrainians whose 
legal counsel urged them “to find 
that the famine was deliberately 
caused as an instrument of 
(Soviet) state policy." 

"The famine was an act of 
genocide,” John Sopinka said. 

“Special measures against 
Ukraine were designed to break 
the spirit of the most recalcitrant 
of peasants opposed to collecti- 
visation" under Soviet leader 
Joseph Stalin, he added. 

The Soviet Union has said food 
shortages hit the Ukraine during 
the 19 j 0 s but has rejected charges 
these had been orchestrated by 
the state to subdue the popula- 
tion. 

The commission invited a rep- 
resentative of the Soviet Union to 


its Brussels hearings. But no 
Soviet official has attended the 
meeting since it opened Monday, 
organisers said. 

No precise death toll of the 
Ukrainian famine is known but 
Sopinka suggested it ranged from 
seven to 10 million. 

Soviet censuses from 1926 and 
1939 showed that the number of 
Soviet Ukrainians declined from 
31 to 28 million. 

The commission of inquiry in- 
cludes seven legal experts from 
the United States. Sweden, 
France, Belgium, Great Britain, 
Argentina and Canada. It will 
issue an opinion about the Ukrai- 
nian famine Friday. 

“Our business is a moral and 
serious one, Jacob Sundberg, the 
commission's Swedish chairman, 
said Monday. 

“To many people it may seem 
Strange that we in 1988 should 
direct an inquiry into events said 
to have taken place so many years 
earlier. 

“Nonetheless, in order to focus 
... on the possible significance of 
such events to the future of man- 
kind, we shall review the facts of 
these past events'." 


end of a 1-1 match between the 
Sichuan province and Tianjin 
City youth teams. 

Police detained one worker for 
questioning, the report said, 
prompting more than 1 ,000 other 
fans to block the stadium gate 
and demand his release, the re- 
port said. The rioters threw 
bricks, stones and bottles at the 
police and retiring players, 
smashed windows and set a police 
car on fire. 


29 killed in 
Sri Lankan 
jungle clash 


COLOMBO (R) — Six Indian 
soldiers and at least 23 Tamil 
guerrillas were killed and 30 re- 
bels wounded in the worst battle 
since rebels lost their stronghold 
in northern Sri Lanka last Octo- 
ber, an Indian high commission 
spokeswoman said Wednesday. 

She said 11 Indian soldiers 
were slightly wounded in the gun- 
battle that begun Monday even- 
ing and continued until early 
Tuesday in a rebel hideout in the 
jungle near Alampil. bordering 
the districts of Vavuniya and 
Mullaitivu. 

It was the wors: clash between 
Indian troops and the main Tamil 
separatist group, the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, since In- 
dian soldiers captured its stron- 
ghold at Jaffna in the northern 
part of the Indian Ocean island 
last October. 


Reagan tries to end 
Senate INF debate 


WASHINGTON (R) — Senate 
leaders have moved to shut off 
debate on the Intermediate- 
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
agreement and President Reagan 
is expected to have an approved 
treaty in hand at the Moscow 
summit. 

At the same time, behind-the- 
scenes talks were taking place to 
try to get treaty foe Jesse Helms 
to drop his stalling tactics and 
agree to allow orderly considera- 
tion of remaining issues without 
the need for a forced end to 
debate. 

Democratic leader Robert 
Byrd and Republican leader 
Robert Dole met Helms Tuesday 
and were to meet again together 
with other influential senators 
again Wednesday morning, a 
Dole aide said. 

The sudden flurry of move- 
ment came after a week of slow- 
moving debate and overwhelming 
defeat of amendments proposed 
by Helms and his allies and as 
Reagan prepared to leave fqr 
Helsinki Wednesday. 

Reagan travels on to Moscow 
for his fourth meting with Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
Sunday. 

The White House said 
Reagan's chief of staff, Howard 


Baker, would be standing by in 
Washington to take the treaty to 
Reagan as soon as it receives the 
two-thirds Senate majority vote 
needed for approval. The vote 
could take place Friday. 

Reagan and his allies in the 
Senate have pleaded for speedy 
action on the treaty so that the 
superpower leaders will be able 
to exchange ratification docu- 
ments in Moscow. 


This event, capping the first 
U.S.-Soviet arms accord in nine 
years, is planned to be a highlight 
at a summit expected to be short 
on accomplishments. 

Reagan Tuesday made a per- 
sonal appeal to Helms and other 
treaty opponents at the White 
House but Helms gave no public 
sign of relenting in bis anti-treaty 
tactics. 


“My conscience will not allow 
me not to pursue the obvious 
flaws in this treaty," Helms told 
the Senate, as be announced he 
planned another amendment. 


Naval analyst cautions NATO 


LONDON (R) — The North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) might have misread 
Soviet naval strategy and could 
face a surprise wartime attack by 
submarine forces now massed 
near Soviet home waters, a senior 
Western military expert said 

Captain Richard Sharpe, editor 
of the authoritative annual direc- 
tory of world navies, Jane’s Fight- 
ing Ships, told a press conference 
that the Soviet Union had cut 


back naval operations outside its 
own immediate defence area over 
the last year. 

This had led NATO officials to 
suspect Moscow had adopted a 
“wimpish” strategy of pulling 
back its submarines to form a 
bastion near home waters. 

“It is very easy to get compla- 
cent. If 360 submarines go out, 
then we are going to be caught by 
surprise. The only playground big 
enough for such numbers is way 


out in the Atlantic,” he said. 

If the Soviet Union's huge sub- 
marine fleet mounted wartime 
operations concentrated around 
its own shores, the sheer concen- 
tration of vessels could cause 
chaos in communications - 

“Limit its area of operation 
and its tactical strength is shorn 
like Samson's Locks. It is not 
easy to believe that the Soviets 
have failed to discover this,” 
Sharpe added. 


U.S. softens ‘zero 
tolerance ’ drug policy 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Attor- 
ney General Edwin Meese III 
said Tuesday there is “no soften- 
ing whatsoever” of the adminis- 
tration's zero tolerance anti-drug 
policy, despite modifications 
under which the coast guard will 
be more cautious about seizing 
boats outside the 12-mile limit. 

Under the administration’s 
zero tolerance policy, law en- 
forcement agencies are cracking 
down on illegal drug use. no 
matter how small the amount. 

With the new changes, howev- 


er. vessels outside the 12-mile 
limit found to be containing drugs 
will be seized only when there is 
evidence of intent to smuggle 
them into the United States. 

“I think that whenever you 
have a new policy there has to be 
kind of a running-in period where 
you look at the practical difficul- 
ties," Meese told reporters. 
“There have been some oper- 
ational refinements, but the poli- 
cy remains the some." 

“Zero tolerance continues to 
be our policy both inside and 


outside the 12-mile limit,” Meese 
said. 

Meese emphasised that ‘’within 
the applicable laws, small quanti- 
ties of narcotics are not going to 
he ignored as has occasionally 
been the situation in the past. 

Meese said that in terms of 
forefeituxe of boats on which 
narcotics are found, law enforce- 
ment officials would be more 
lenient in a case in which narco- 
tics are concealed in a passenger’s 
suitcase without the knowledge of 
ship's officers 


Ethiopian rebels claim 
253 army soldiers killed 


NAIROBI (AP) — Northern 
Ethiopian rebels Wednesday said 
they killed 253 more government 
troops one day after they claimed 
to have repulsed a major army 
offensive and inflicted over 9000 
casualties. 

The Eritrean People’s Libera- 
tion Front (EPLF), in a broadcast 
over its clandestine voice of the 
broad masses of Eritrea radio 
monitored in Nairobi, said the 
government soldiers were killed 
in fighting Tuesday. The rebels 
said they also captured 31 troops. 
They did not say where the 


alleged fighting occurred 

On Tuesday, the EPLF 
claimed they killed or wounded 
9.100 array troops and captured 
300 in fighting May 13-23 in 
which they said they repulsed a 
major government offensive 
timed to coincide with the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity's sum- 
mit and silver jnbilee. 

The OAU is meeting May 19- 
28 in Ethiopia's capital, Addis 
Ababa. 

That fighting was said to have 
taken place around the town of 
Afabet, 112 kilometres north of 


the Eritrean capital of Asmara. 
Afabet fell to the EPLF during a 
rebel offensive in March. 

The inaccessibility of 
Ethiopia's warzone makes it im 
possible to get independent veri- 
fication on claims by either side. 

Ethiopia Saturday announced 
it had launched a counteroffen- 
sive against the EPLF and rebels 
in TigTe, Eritrea's southern 
neighbour. It had been antici- 
pated since March when both 
insurgencies scored a string of 
victories and the army retreated 
to the major towns. 


Philippine 

guard 

surrenders 


MANILA ( AP) — A presidential 
guard who ran amok and killed 11 
people in a Manila suburb last 
weekend has surrendered, au- 
thorities said Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the Presiden- 
tial Security Group said Sergeant 
Marciano Contaoe surrendered 
to his commander. Colonel Vol- 
taire Gazmin, Tuesday. 

Captain Rolando Medrano, de- 
puty civil military operations 
chief of the presidential guard, 
said Contaoe bad been turned 
over to the capital command. 

Medrano said a fellow guards- 
man, Sergeant Nestor Lapi, 
negotiated a safe conduct pass for 
Contaoe. Lapi then went to the 
town of Bautista in Pangasinan 
province, 144 kilometres north- 
west of Manila, where the wanted 
soldier fled after the massacre 
Saturday. 

Police said Contaoe, armed 
with a .45-calibre pistol, killed 
three of his drinking companions 
after a heated argument in the 
Manila suburb of Taguig. After 
the shooting, Contaoe went to his 
house and moments later 
emerged with an M-16 assault 
rifle. 

He ran to a nearby house and 
sprayed the occupants with gun- 
fire, killing seven. He killed a taxi 
driver as he escaped. 

Contaoe surrendered his pistol 
to his superiors and the assault 
rifle was recovered by police in an 
isolated grassland in a neighbour- 
ing town. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Angloan rebels claim 17 soldiers killed 


LISBON (R) — Angola’s pro-Western UNITA rebels said 
Tuesday they killed 17 government soldiers in a bomb attack on a 
railway station on the Benguela line. The account differed from a 
report Saturday by the official Angolan News Agency ANGOP 
that government forces had foiled an attempt to sabotage on the 
railway near the town of Hnambo in the centre of the country and 
killed four rebels. A statement distributed in Lisbon by the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) 
said rebels attacked Huambo station late Friday night as a train 
arrived from the east carrying war supplies. “The building of the 
Benguela railway station at Huambo, the repair facilities for 
locomotives and some three tonnes of war materiel, were 
destroyed," it said. Three Cubans were among the soldiers killed 
in the attack and the rebels suffered one dead and nine wounded, 
the statement said. 


Marcos has been taken to hospital, a Filipino radio station in 
Hawaii reported Tuesday night. The station, Kisa. said Marcos,. 
70, was taken to the intensive care unit of the Saint Francis 
hospital. Details of his illness were not known. A spokeswoman 
for the hospital refused to confirm or deny reports that Marcos 
had been admitted and telephone calls to the home of the ousted 
president were met with a busy signal. Marcos has lived in Hawaii 
with his wife Imelda since he was toppled in a popular revolt in 
February 1986 and replaced by President Corazon Aquino. 
Rumours have long persisted that he is in ill health. 


Moscow fish farm explosion kills 8 


4 Philippine landslide survivors unearthed 


MANILA (R) — Rescuers unearthed four survivors scream- 
ing for help after they were buried in a landslide that killed at least 
23 people in the southern Philippines, Red Cross officials said 
Wednesday. Red Cross area chief Minerva Tongson said the 
survivors were an elderly man, a woman and two children aged 
four and six. They were rescued two hours after a pre-dawn 
landslide Sunday buried their huts in a mountain village in Davao 
Del Sur Province. They are being treated for minor injuries. 
Rescue teams were Kill digging through rocks, mud and fallen 
trees to retrieve bodies. Tongson said. The victims, who were 
sleeping when the landslide occured, had refused to vacate their 
homes despite warnings of a possible disaster following heavy 
rains, she added. 


Soviet attache expelled from Switzerland 


MOSCOW (AP) — What began as a small fire in a storage area of 
a fish farm east of Moscow set off a devastating exolosion that 
(tilled eight people and seriously injured three others, the nightly 
news programme Vremya reported Tuesday. The broadcast 
showed footage of what appeared to have been a massive brick 
storehouse reduced to nibble, and an announcer said the blast 
was likely the result of chemicals or fuel improperly stored. A.V. 
Larin, deputy chief of the Moscow region’s Fire Prevention 
Service, told the news programme that local firefighters re- 
sponded to a report at 11:15 p.m. Sunday of a fire at the 
warehouse in the town of Yegorievsk, about 1 00 kilometres east 
of Moscow. Six of the fatalities were among firemen who arrived 
to put out the blaze, and the other two were fishermen who had 
been standing nearby, the report said. Three others were in 
serious condition at a local hospital, the broadcast said, without 
specifying whether they were firefighters or bystanders. An 
investigation has been ordered into the cause of the deadly 
explosion, Vremya said. The news announcer reported that 
enterprises of the Soviet ministry of fisheries in the Russian 
republic alone have been struck by fire 526 times over the past 
two years and that 63 people have been killed in the blazes. 


BERNE (R) — Switzerland said Wednesday it had expelled a 
Soviet diplomat who spent years spying on military, political and 
economic targets. The federal prosecutors office said the 
diplomat, who was not named, had already left the country. It 
said the Soviet embassy attache was a member of the State 
Committee for Science and Technology (GKNT) and had sought 
in particular information on restricted Western aerospace and 
armaments technology from Swiss companies and individuals. 
Switzerland has lodged a protest with the Soviet Union over its 
abuse of diplomatic status for espionage, as it had after expelling 
other GKNT members on similar charges in I9S6 and 1987. 


Colombian rebels kill 2 soldiers 


Radio says Marcos may be hospitalised 


HONOLULU (R) — Former Philippines President Ferdinand 


BOGOTA (AP) — The army said Tuesday that leftist guerrillas 
killed two soldiers and blew up a bridge, gas and oil pipelines and 
a high-voltage electricity transmission tower. Guerrillas on a 
peasant march in eastern Colombia near a government oil field 
killed the two soldiers Monday, and one of the guerrillas was 
killed. General Yanine Diaz said in a communique. Ecopetrol, 
the Colombian government's oil company, bad summoned the 
army to its oil field near Lizaraa because leaders of the peasant 
march had demanded that the field be closed, the general said. 
When the soldiers arrived, they were met with gunfire, Diaz said. 
The fighting, occurred about 255 kilometres northeast of the 
capital, near the city of Bucaramanga. The general's report said 
the guerrillas are part of the National Liberation Army and the 
Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces. 
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Diggers turn 
paid archaeologists 


BAHRAIN (R) — Telephone 
workmen stumbled on 5000-ye ar 
old relics while digging trenches 
for an underground cable and 
have become paid archaeologists. 
Dave Foster, an engineer with 

Bahrain Telecommunications 

Company (B a telco), said 25 em- 
ployees had been working on the 
archaeological dig since April in- 
stead of laying cables at a pro- 
jected cost to the company ofup 
to 10,000 dinars ($26,500). TTte 
dig began after workers sifting 
sand at the site near A1 Hajar 
village unearthed pottery and 
seals from the island’s ancient 
Dilmun civilisation. “We began 
doing archaeology to dig up the 
finds before getting on with our 
own work," he told Reuters. 
Officials at Bahrain's Tourism 
and Archaeology Directorate 
said the finds, which include a 
Dilmun seal, pottery, bronzes 
and human bones, could date 
back to 2300 BC. 


Honolulu homes 
most expensive 


WASHINGTON (R1 — Buying a 
home in Honolulu, Hawaii, costs 
more on average than in any 
other (J.S. metropolitan area, 
according to a property industry 
survey released on Tuesday. The ■ 
survey by the National Associa- 
tion of Realtors said the median 
price of an existing single-family 
home sold in Honolulu during the 
first quarter of 198S was 
$198,400. Louisville, Kentucky, 
homes, at $51,100, were the feast 
expensive of the 61 metropolitan 
areas surveyed by the trade 
group. Homes in the New York 
metropolitan area, including 
Long Island and northern New 
Jersey, came in second to Hon- 
olulu at $186,600. Rounding out 
the top five most expensive areas 
were Orange County, California. 
$183,800. the San Francisco Bay 
area, $178,800 and Boston. 
$176,900. 


Prostitute says 
Swaggart had 
sex with her 


BATON ROUGE, Louisiana 
(AP) — A prostitute claims tele- 
vision evangelist Jimmy Swaggart 
engaged in sexual intercourse 
with her once and asked that her 
nine-year-old daughter watch sex 
acts, according to Penthouse 
magazine. The article in the July 
issue is the first report on Swag- 
gart ’s alleged sexual encounters 
to say that be engaged in sexual 
intercourse. In previous inter- 
views, the prostitute, Debra Mur- 
phree, has said Swaggart paid her 
to perform lewd acts while he 
watched. The Penthouse inter- 
view is accompanied by explicit 
photos in which Murphree de- 
monstrates the acts she said 
Swaggart asked her to perform. 
The reported meetings with Mur- 
phree led to Swaggart's removal 
from the pulpit by the Assemblies 
of God Church. Swaggart stop- 
ped preaching for three months 
but returned to the pulpit Sunday 
without his denomination creden- 
tials. 


People put less 
gold into mouths 


LONDON (R) — Gold teeth and 
fillings are steadily going out of 
fashion and dentists used less 
gold last year than ever before, a 
leading metals analyst said Mon- 
day. But people are still putting 
gold in tluir mouths, said George 
Milling-Stanley of Consolidated 
Goldfields Pic in the company's 
annual market review. Japanese 
gouimets now eat the metal, 
albeit in very small quantities, 
Milling-Stanley said. Tiny gold 
flakes are sprinkled over various 
dishes, but appear to make little 
difference to the taste. 


New Bond movie 
‘License Revoked 2 


KEY WEST (AP) - Secret 
agent 007, the man with a license 
to kill, is coming to the Florida 
Keys to be shot by a film crew 
and have his “License Revoked" 
in a film by the same name. The 
16th James Bond movie will be 
filmed for four weeks on Key 
West starting in August, accord- 
ing to city officials. “I understand 
they will be filming in Key West, 

Sugarloaf Key and on seven-mile 
bridge," said Bob Peny, execu- 
tive director of the Key West 
Chamber of Commerce. “License 
Revoked" will star Timothy Dal- 
ton as Ian Fleming’s daredevil 
British agent and show him com- 
ing to Key West to meet his old 
ally, CU agent Felix Leiter, citv 
officiate said. The script, based on 
John Gardner’s book “License 
Renewed,” is expected to be 
typical Bond — loaded with 
beautiful women and intrigue 
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